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Dr. Harry W. Mountz, retiring principal, stands befare the public school in Spring Loke

which has been named the

|
|

H. W. Mountz Public School. Dr. Mountz will complete 48

years of service in the school system in June.

Spring Lake School Renamed
To Honor Retiring Principal

SPRING LAKE—Public school
Principal Harry W. Mountz, who
retires Juae 30 after 48 years
in the school system, will have
an imposing reminder of his
service.

The Board of Education has
voted to rename the school where
he served the H. W, Mountz
Public School.

An educator of the “old school,”
Dr. Mountz over the years has
kept his school a veritable fort-
ress against so-called “progres-
sive'” education, with the whole-

hearted support of the school
Board and the community.
When he ends his long service,
he may well sel a tenure record
for scheol administrators, the
State Education Association be-
lieves, although it has no records
on longevity of service.
Well-Schooled Schoolman
Dr. Mountz can match his near
half-century of administration
with an impressive educational
program.
He has both a master's and
a doctor’s degree in education.
A native of Mechanieshurg,
Pa.,, Dr. Mountz was graduated
from Shippensburg (Pa.)’ State
Teachers College, near his home;
Ohio Northern University, and
Harvard University. He took post
graduate study in eclinical psy-

| cology at Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity and in applied and abnormal
psychology at the University of
Cincinnanti.

~
In addiion, he has done re-

search work with feeble-minded

 children under experts in the

(Press Photo)

before entering the principal's of- |
fice, they reply “Good morning"
when addressed in the same fash- |
ion, and they exhibit other formsJ
of politeness and manners. A

“T believe that children ought to
be taught to respect law and or- |
der and the rights of others,” ex-
plains Dr. Mountz. “This is as
important as history and arith-
metic."”

He also believes that children
should achieve a sense of satis-
faction in their work,

“Every day that a child leaves
school he should feel that he has
has gotten something worthwhile
for his day’'s work.”

*See HONOR Page 2
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In ;d&fﬁt;f he has done re-
search work with feable-minded
children under experts in the
field in Massachusetts. :

Dr. Mounfz says he dislikes
rec1tals of educational experience
and eredentials, and declined to

stidy field. But he did admit to
having had experience in college
teaching at one time.

He first entered the education
field in New Jersey March 8,
1908, and became principal of
the Spring Lake school Sept. 13,
1914,

The 'school was located then
in the building that is now bor-
ough hall,

The present building, . opened
in 1922, contains 10 rooms and 300
pupils from pre-primary to eighth
grades,

Thinking Is Fundamental

The pre-primary class is a con-
crete example of” Dr. Mountz’
“fundamentalist” thinking in
education.

Pre-primary is an alternative

to kindergarten where five-year-
olds “play-learn’ for two and a
half hours a day.
At the school here, five-year-
olds have all-day cl they
learn to print and read%:nd—ac-
cording to Dr. Mountz—they learn |
to be neat. _ Nx®- o
Here, too, they get an introduc-
tion to the school’s training which
emphasizes “‘courtesy, refinement,
and decency.”

This means that students knock




this kind of pubhc school
! Qverywhera-—kmd but
i with a "real edu

‘ . .
;that his fundamentaiism
the kind that disparages

“] am greatly interested in
athleties,” he said. “We doa’t
overstress it, but we give it a
proper place.”

He added that two of his bas-
ketball players later played o=
Asbury Park High School's first
championship team. :

How is Dr, Mountz’ ﬁrm‘gﬂdﬁ
ance accepted bz the students?

An Asbury Park Press reporter
who aceompanied him on a visit
to first and second grade classes
saw six and seven-year-olds who
were working at blackboards or
otherwise busy around their
rooms quickly take their seats as
he entered.

When he said “Good morning,
children,” they replied in unison,
“Good morning, Mr. Mountz.”

Strolls Among Pupils

He strolled down the aisles and
chatted with them H&dressmg
them by name.

- One little girl grabbed his hand
and kissed it. Another showed
him her ‘“diamend” ring. A boy
told the principal he had given
his sister ‘“‘a dollar to buy two
lipsticks for her birthday.”

A little girl tried to hug hxm]1
around the waist.

It was like watching children
receiving a surprise visit from a|
beloved grandfather.

Later in Dr. Mountz' office, a
boy about 10 entered with a bit
of art work he had made for
“Mr. Mountz.” It was a gold de-
sign on a red circle of paper—the
Harvard emblem—‘because you
went there.”

Mr. Mouniz is supervising the
work of children whose parents
he steered through the elemen-
tary grades here years ago. He
worked with them also in Boy
Scout activities in which he has
been an important figure for
|26 vears. He also serves on the
draft beard here.

“I have always accepted civic
responsibilitv as a part of a real
life,” he explained simply.

- What are his retirement plans?

He has always wanted to study
at the Sorbonpe University in
Paris. But he has no immediate
nlans beyond vacationing for a
while with Mrs. Mountz at their
home at 423 Washington Ave,
.| where they've lived the past 46

| years.
| He still has the balance of the

mester to serve out hefore
Soring Lake Public School be-
comes H. W. Mountz Public
| Schanl: - .
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