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To add insult to J.nJUry, the National 
HI STORY. • . 19 8 4 style Park Service is justifying this expensive pro­

gram by nominating these ordinary wooden 
structures to the National Register of His-

. toric Buildings while omitting from the regis-
Throughout .1974! the D~CA agitated to ter such homes as the Van Campen Inn where 

save dozens of historic homesinthe Tocks area John Adams stayed on his way to the continen­
~el'ied by Corps b~ze.!'s, !11.he yea,p..-~--congress in Philadelphia -~-~ 
badly when the Corps demolished the 1750 stone ' 
Everitt house-- one of the three remaining 
homes from Sussex's first village, the Village 
o:f Minisink. Shortly thereafter, pews, door-
knobs, sashes, and bricks started to disappear 
from Monroe County's historic landmark, the NUCLEAR STORY UNTOLD 
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, It looked like the 
church was headed for oblivion. 

The DVCA and the New Jersey Public In­
terest Group sprang into action and filed suit 
in the Philadelphia district court, to enjoin 
the Corps from any :further demolition, burning, 
or stripping of historic landmarks. A temporary 
restraining order was granted and has been in 
effect ever since, 

The DVCA, in an attempt to muster support 
for the valley's threatened heritage, has spon­
sored two bus tours entitled "A Preview of New 
Jersey's Bicentennial Demolition". Both tours­
one :for the press and a second :for local free­
holders, county commissioners and mayors- fea­
tured - ·1unch at the --:t7Z5 "1ibraham-vmr-camp-en­
house, currently slated for destruction. 

The tour guides, Mina and Marc Haefele, 
were quick to point out that, while 18th cen­
tury stone homes in perfect condition were 
bulldozer targets, 19th century clapboard farm 
houses of no architectural or historical merit 
were being moved at vast taxpayer expense to 
the phony restoration project of Millbrook. 

Millbrook is the National Park Service 
and Army Corps answer to criticism regarding 
the planned inundation of the valley's history. 
Look ma, what we saved. Un:f'ortunately, it 
costs more money to move stone houses, so corn­
cribs, sheds, small barns, chicken coops, out­
houses, and wooden farmhouses --identical to 
millions in the State of N.J. and Pa.-- are 
being moved to this used house lot which looks 
as silly as a Hollywood movie set. 

N.Y. 
PA. 

Proposed TocK.s 
.oa.rn ·s L't'e. 

Proposed and under construction nuclear 
power plants in Delaware River Basin 

The DVCA testified both in Trenton and in 
Washington last year that the primary justifi­
cation for Tocks is to provide cooling water 
to a conglomerate of fifteen nuclear power 
plants planned for the Delaware River Basin. 
Not one newspaper picked up the story. 

continued on page two 
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continued from page one 

History repeats itself, Back in 1970 when 
intrepid ex-DVCA president, Joan Matheson, 
first started talking about the nuclear con­
nection, nobody believed her. Finally, two 
years later, an Easton Express reporter broke 
the story, but pol1ticians feigned surprise 
and the Corps acted as if nuclear power had 
just been invented. We called the New York 
Times but they wouldn't touch the story with a 
ten-foot pole. 

Now times are changing and both the Army 
Corps of Engineers and the Delaware River 
Basin Commission are starting to push the en­
ergy-crisis button. Meanwhile, the Atomic En­
ergy Commission is stating that only eight 
nukes are planned for the Basin. Apparently, 
when !\'!Q 1000 MW units are to be constructed 
side by side at the same site-- it only counts 
as one plant! 

Recently, the DRBC has commissioned the 
utilities to do a research project on the cumu­
lative effect of the planned nukes on the eco­
logy of shell-fish rich Delaware Bay. (Why not 
Dow Chemical researching the effects of napalm 
or the Corps studying Tocks ?) The DRBC justi­
fies this move on the grounds that they could 
not find the money to hire anybody else. 

It's not the first time the DRBC commiss­
ioned the utilities to study themselves. Three 
years ago, the power companies came out with a 
study demonstrating that water level fluctua­
tions in the Tocks reservoir caused by the op­
eration of a planned pumped storage unit atop 
Kittatinny Ridge wouldn't hurt fish at all. In 
fact, the study concluded that.the fluctuation 
"might be beneficial for fishery management". 

.. don't just read, DO something ! +-
outraged by the destruction of historic homes 
at Tocks? Convinced the Army Corps cannot do 
a fair 'J;'e-evalua,.tion...PLthe dam? _pJ..eas.e._:t.aday 
write your Senators and Congressman or woman: 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D,C. 20510 
and U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, 
D.C. 20515 

FUNDS URGENTLY NEEDED 

If you haven't renewed your membership, 
please do so now. $10,00 annual/ $20,00 sus­
taining. If you cannot afford full member­
ship, please, at least make us a small dona­
tion to help with horrendous costs of mail­
ings, phone bills, stationery, duplications 
of' slide show, press releases, and bus tours. 
If you want to help further, please fill out 
the coupon and send it to us and we will con­
tact you when there is an organizing meeting 
in your neighborhood. 

LIVE IN PORT JERVIS? MILFORD? 

Did you know that most of the expected JOOO 
to 8000 acres of Tocks mudflats will occur 
north of Mil:ford? that 10 miles of "protec­
tive" dikes will ring Port Jervis and Mata­
moras? Come see maps, discuss WHAT TOCKS WIJ,L 
MEAN TO YOU. Public Meeting, Tuesday, March 
18, 8:00 p,m,, Delaware Valley High School 
Route 209 between Milford and Matamoras. 

Joe Evins thwarted by D V CA 

. In a ~urprise maneuver last May, Joe 
EvJ.ns (Chairman of House Subcommittee on­
Pu-bY-0 Works Appropriations) decided to m<rrk 
up the Tocks bill with CONSTRUCTION funds-­
despite the fact that Russell Peterson (Chair­
man of the Council on Environmental Quality) 
had recommended no construction pending reso­
lution of' drawdown and eutrophication problems 
in the Tocks reservoir. The DVCA went into 
high gear, and in cooperation with Friends of 
the Earth, N.J, Sierra Club, N.J. Humane 
Society, and N.J. Public Interest Research 
Group, sent out a series of alerts requesting 
that protest telegrams an~ letters be sent to 
area representatives and senators. Within a 
:few days, over 200 letters had arrived on 
every area congressman's desk. Senator 
Harrison Williams• aide frankly admitted that 
it was because of this mail that the Senator 
was willing to join the other area senators 
urging that construction funds be deleted from 
the bill and that a $1.5 million re-evaluation 
of the project be initiated, Eventually, all 
the senators from the four states due to 
"benefit" from Tocks came out for the study-­
with the exception of Senator Hugh Scott of 
Pennsylvania, 

DVCA members should be proud, If ever 
citizen pressure was shown to be important, 
last June was the proof. As Margaret Mead has 
said, during a time of apathy such as the ?O's 
those who speak up are highly visible and more 
likely to be heard because so few people are 
shouting. 

Unfortunately, DVCA pressure to assure that 
the $1.5 million study was conducted by the 
Council on Environmental Quality or the Envi­
ronmental Protection Agency--as had been the 
original intention of Senator Clifford Case of 
N.J,--was a failure. 

The proposal for a fair, independent, im­
partial study lost out to committee politics 
and lo and behold the $1.5 million re-evalua­
tion was handed over to the dam's main proponent, 
the Army Corps of Engineers. We are still 
wondering why Senator Case and the other Sena­
tors agreed to let the fox into the chicken 
coop, 



NEW YORKERS : 

Your new governor, Hugh Carey, has not 
yet taken a position on Tocks. Please write 
his commissioner of environmental protection, 
Ogden Reid, and request the governor to oppose 
Tocks. New Yorkers will pay heavy taxes for 
sewage treatment facilities in N.Y. counties 
directly north of the dam-- facilities de­
signed to slow down the eutrophication process 
in the reservoir. 

If Tocks is built, New Yorkers will lose 
forever a valuable, irreplaceable natural re­
source only li hours away. The surprisingly 
wild and wonderfully untouched scenic Delaware 
River and valley could be a resource for 
future generations or a muddy algal swamp for 
motor boaters. Let the governor know how you 
feel. 

WRITE: Ogden Reid, Commissioner, Depart­
ment of Environmental Conservation, 50 Wolf 
Road, Albany, New York, 12205. 

RIVER Kl LLERS FREE 

Martin Heuvelman's shocking documentation 
of Corps' wanton destruction of rivers, lakes, 
and estuaries across the land is sent free to 
any who make a $25.00 donation or more to the 
DVCA, This Stackpole hardbound book which re­
tails for $8.95 is a must for dam fighters and 
concerned citizens. Available on a first-come 
first served basis. 

3 
NATIONAL PARKING SERVICE 

The DVCA lost round one against the Na­
tional Park Service on January 27, 1975. The 
United States District Court in Philadelphia 
denied the Association's plea for a tempor­
ary restraining order to prevent Park Service 
plans to start building a $ one million head­
quarters complex. The DVCA opposed construc­
tion on the grounds that an environmental im­
pact statement had not yet been filed, nor a 
Master Plan for the pro~osed Tocks Island 
Recreation (Wreckreation?) Area prepared, Ob­
viously, the headquarters building would be a 
integral component of such a plan. 

The DVCA believes that the National Park 
Service should comply with the National Envir­
mental Policy Act--which requires the filing 
of impact statements on major federal action-­
just like any other federal agency. The DVCA 
wonders just when, in fact, NPS will finish a.­
Master Plan for the Recreation Area. 

Already about $47 million of the taxpayer 
money has been spent by NFS at Tocks on land 
acquisition, parking lots, asphalt overlooks, 
"scenic" roads and an information center--com­
plete with pro-Tocks glossy color photos. And 
still no environmental impact statement! 

And now we have just heard that NPS plans 
for more asphalt, President Ford's 1975 budget 
included funds for construction of a road to 
give car-dependent tourists a chance to drive 
right up to the Appalachian Trail atop Mount 
Minsi in Pa. Hikers and back packers beware. 

student membership only $2.00 

~- ---- - - -~ -- - ---·-- - -- ----- ---- -- ~-- - -- - .. __ 
THE MINISINK THANKS ... 

Helen Walther who hand painted eighty posters 
for the April 23 Trenton demonstration7 
Sandy MacDonald who held Tocks Complaint 
Clinics for aggrieved landowners/ Don Wilson, 
Tom Wolfe, Sid Marshall, Bob HUmbert, and 
Scott Heist who gave us splendid Tocks 
Spells Poison slides/ Stephen Sills who wrote 
more Tocks protest letters than anybody we 
know/ Nancy Shukaitis who set up the Four 
County Task Force/ Marion Masland who 
faithfully attended every DRBC hearing/ Jean 
Zipser who baked bread for the press and 
opened her house for historic tours/ Larry 
Rymon who publicized the fate of furry friends 
at Tocks/ Tom Garrett who mobilized the New 
Jersey Humane Society/ Brent Blackwelder who 
taught us so much about the Washington 
political scene/ Marc Haefele who encouraged 
his wife/ each and every one of you who helped 
in so many important ways to keep the valley 
above water 

DELAWARE VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

BOX 159 STILLWATER NEW JERSEY (201) 581-2225 

WANT TO HELP coupon 

N~. o •••••••• ••• • • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

ADDRESS • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TELEPHONE.,, ••••••••••• OCCUPATION •••••••••• 

Please circle activity which interests you 
most: 

( ) 
( ) 
( ) 

~ ~ 

research 
lobbying 
clerical 
lecturing 
photography 

( ) citizen organizing 
( ) petition circulating 
( ) guide for bus tours 
( ) art projects ......................... 
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Fox in the Chicken Coop 

Dam opponents have their work cut out for 
the next five months, It is highly likely that 
the Corps-sponsored, Corps-directed study--for 
all its window-dressing of public hearings on 
the scope of study and citizen advisory coun­
cils, will support Tocks or some version there­
of, The study --due in on August 28, 1975-
might endorse a deferred proJect (a good way 
to get rid of the opposition) or a somewhat 
smaller Tocks dam, but knowing the Army Corps 
--the study can't come out against the largest 
Corps project in the northeast, 

A $1.5 million re-endorsement of the pro­
ject will make it easy for fence sitters in 
Congress to move over in"!;o support ancL h;:i.:rd __ 

:for them ta support de-authorization, The $1.5 
million study may also seriously undermine our 
chances for a successful NEPA (National En­
vironmental Policy Act} court suit because al­
legedly alternatives will have been adequately 
studied, It is therefore necessary for dam 
opponents to organize aggressively throughout 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, and Del­
aware to assure enough citizen opposition to 
make Tocks unpalatable for the politicians to 
support --no matter what the study says, DVCA 
has started state-wide organizing in the state 
of N,J, in cooperation with New Jersey Public 
Interest Research Group (PIRG) and hope to 
soon turn our efforts to our states. We are 
trying to set up meetings and lectures at as 
many universities, sch?ols! community ~roups, 
and environmental organizations as possible. 

MOVING ? Please send us your new address 

- -------~-~-----

Tocks Spells Poison slide show available 

Looking for a program? Environmental and 
citizens groups, teachers, exhibit planners! 
Sponsor a Tocks Spells Poison slide show, 
Eighty vivid color s1ides showing threatened 
Delaware River and Valley plus a devastating 
look at Army Corps reservoir disasters in the 
midwest, Script provided. 

Rental fee and handling1 $10.00 suggested 

D-V CA --sp-ar-ks GA 0 --investigation 

After two years of documenting cases of 
unfair and unequal treatment of local land­
owners by the Axmy Corps, the DVCA finally 
persuaded Congressman Joseph Maraziti to ask 
for a General Accounting Office (GAO) investi­
gation in June, 1974. The GAO was to investi­
gate the case of the landowner whose rocky 
steep property was awarded a high price even 
though it was l?cated directllf unden;i.ea~h high 
tension power lines1 of the island inside the 
Tocks taking area bought by a consortium of 
real estate men, lawyers, and funeral parlor 
directors who then made a $253,400 gain on the 
sale to the goveinI11ent; of the elderly lady 
who had received only $13,500 for her two bed­
room home, couldn't find replacement property, 
and had been offered a trailer by the Army 
Corps Relocation and Assistance Office. These 
were just a few of the cases the GAO was look­
ing into, Rumors of the finished report are 
that it is a whitewash but we haven't yet been 
able to pry loose a copy, 

DELAWARE VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 
BOX 159 STILLWATER NEW JERSEY 07 'i/7 S 
(201) 561-2225 

To: 

First Class Mail 
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Worse than Lake Erie 3 Cases Investigated 
out of 52 

According to Dr. Shapiro, a eutrophica­
tion expert from the University of Minnesota 
employed by the firm of Madigan-Praeger. wa- After two years of publicizing land ac­
ter quality at Tocks will be such that a swim- quisition abuses in the Tocks taking area, the 
mer will not be able to see his feet once the DVCA and concerned citizens persuaded ~ormer 
murky water reaches his knees, Unintentional- Con~ess~an Joseph Maraziti to ask for an in­
ly driving a nail into the coff'm of Tocks - -vesti1?;atio11-by the Gern~ra1· -Kc-countihg- Off'ic:e. 
Dr. Shapiro said "Lake Erie is in far bette~ The inquiry was to have been of' 52 cases of 
shape than the Tocks Island Reservoir would "unfair and inequitable" treatment of land-
be," owners presented by the DVCA. 

The Madigan-Praeger report has thorough­
ly discredited the idea that Tocks will be a 
mecca for tourists. According to the consul­
tants: 

-"The valley of the Flatbrook will, once 
the impoundment is created, probably be 
a backwater." 

-"The warmer water and high total phos­
phorus concentrations will probably sus­
tain a sizeable bloom of bluegreen algae 
and dinoflagellates •• ,:from early spring 
to late autumn. " 

~"Eutrophication would manifest itself in 
dense growths of macrophytes along the 
shallow portions of the lake," 

-"It is possible that sandy beaches may 
be colonized by periphyton algae specie 
thereby becoming slick and unsightly," 

All of these predictions are particular­
ly damning to the dam, since currently 41i-% o:f 
the bene:fits are attributed to recreation.The 
DVCA has long been arguing that the project 
would, in fact, be a recreational "minus". If 
the recreational "benefits" are subtracted 
from the cost-benefit ratio, as they should 
be, the project is no longer economically vi­
able, 

TOCKS DECISION SOON 

The four basin Governors from N.J., Pa,, 
Del., and New York will have an executive 
meeting around August 8 to reach a consensus 
regarding the Tocks Dam project.It is of cri­
tical importance for all concerned to write 
the Governors TODAY and ask them to oppose 

-continued page 4 

The GAO, however, decided to interview 
only four of these cases and pulled the files 
on onlY""Seventeen, Three o:f those interviewed 
were leasees in the area or still awaiting 
financial payment from the Corps and thus ap­
parently too terrified to talk. The GAO, in 
addition talked to the Corps about the 17 and 
examined the Corps files. 

Several newspapers ran editorials call­
ing the report a "whitewash" while Marazi ti 
and the DVCA called for further investigation. 

Evidently the 

you'LL f/N f) us 
VERY' SINCERE PEOPLf-

WHETf.IE'R WE ME'A1J IT 
OR NoT. 

one 
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MEMORY LAPSE ? ? 

R.obert Meyner as quoted in the New Jersey 
Herald, May 23, 1975 
1) "Talk of pumped storage came later after 
I left office". 

2) Meyner said there was no tie-in to a ma­
jor dam project. 

3) Meyner implies that the agreement to sell 
the Worthington tract occured sometime in 
1954, shortly after he became governor and 
before the 1955""'1'IOOd. 

ART AUCTION JUNE 28 

With plans :for a 50,000 petition cam­
paign, slide shows, bus tours, memorial walks 
on the Old Mine Road and bike tours in the 
valley, the DVCA needs funds desperately.Come 
to our art auction, bring a friend, enjoy 
yourselves. Make a sowid inflation-proof in­
vestment, and help save the Delaware Valley, 

Signed etchings, lithographs, paintings 
and drawings by such artists as Peter Max, 
Utrillo,Calderp Chagall,.Miro,Norman Rockwell, 
To be held at Holiday Inn of Port Jervis, 
Greenville Turnpike, Saturday, June 28, Cock­
tail preview at 7:00 p.m.Auction at 8:00 p,m, 
Tickets only $5.00 per couple. 

Support our cause and buy tickets even 
if you cannot attend. Be a donor $100, patron 
$25i s~onsor $15, receive two free tickets & 
see your name printed in auction cataJ.og11e. 

At the May 22 Trevose hearing on Tocks, 
the DVCA raised the issue of whether there 
had been any collusion between the then Gov­
ernor of New Jersey, Robert Meyner, husband 
of current Congresswoman, Helen Meyner and NJ 
PW and Light. 

Mina Haefele, DVCA president, pointed 
out that the Worthington tract had been sold 
by Governor Meyner to the power company 14 
years ago, 18 months before the Tocks dam 
legislation was passed. Thus, if the huge 
pumped storage project is dependent upon 
Tocks, then NJPW&Light was back in 1961 "in­
dulging in a risky speculation or had know­
ledge" that the dam legislation would pass, 
If pumped storage is not dependent upon the 
dam,then it has no business in the c/b ratio. 

The New Jersey Herald promptly contac"tl:ld...-­
the ex-Governor whose memory of the trans­
action apparently differed from deed books on 
record in the Belvidere court house. 

Agreement of Exchange, March 1, 1961 between 
Meyner and New Jersey Power and Light. 

1) Throughout the agreement signed when Mey­
ner was in office (March 1, 1961) reference 
is made to "pumped storage hydro- electric 
project", . 
2)Vol 4J8,page 747 makes reference to build­
ing of Tocks dam by a federal or state 
agency, 
3)The Agreement of Exchange was made on 
March 1, 1961 as is perfectly clear from the 
deed book. 

FREE Save The Delaware 
Bumper Stickers 

Carry the Stop Tocks message aoress the ,..:U.:..:n~--­
J. ted states~ Make a $5, Oo-O:Onation·- or more 
to the DVCA and you wi11 receive free of 
charge handsome green on white sticker saying 
SAVE THE DELAWARE. 

THE MINISINK THANKS ... 

Webb Leonard who prevented us from being e­
victed, allowing us to continue the :fight/ Russ 
Handsman :for driving 14 hours (round trip) to 
get to the Port Jervis hearing;/ Jane Pegg for 
re-organizing the DVCA files/Libby Naisby who 
alerted the Daughters of the American Revolu­
tion/ Charles Komonof~ for staying up all 
night to prepare his pumped storage statement 
/Sid Marshall for the Minisink Mudflat Scan­
dal/ Barry Allen for mobilizing economists at 
Penn State and Columbia University/Gari Nasti 
Bill Constantine, Henry Karpinski 0 Carol Ryan 
and countless other avid petitioners/ Muriel 
Mathez for her analysis of ground water sup­
plies in Sussex and Warren counties / Ivonne 
Mathez for typing the newsletter 



Minisink Mudflat Scandal 

DVCA unveiling of u.s. Geological Survey 
maps marked to show mudflats expected at 
Tocks caused a sensation at the April 23 
DRBC hearing in Trenton. (This was the first 
of several hearings on draft chapters o~ the 
"re-evaluation" of Tocks being conducted for 
the Army Corps of Engineers by the consuJ.tant 
firm of URS/Madigan-Praeger, Inc. & Conklin 
and Rossant). 

Every highly paid consultant in the 
hearing room crowded around to view the maps 
prepared by DVCA self-made cartographer. Sid 
Marshall. Ray Tillman, project chief for Mad­
igan-Praeger asked if he could "borrow" the 
map. Mina Haefele severely castigated the 
consu1tants with their $1.2 million budget 
for not having prepared such a map th ems elves. 

The map, for the first time, clearly 
demonstrated that mudflats and drawdown, pre­
viously described by the Army Corps of Engi­
neers as a problem which would be limited to 
the northern end of the Tocks reservoir,would 
plague the entire Walpack Valley and Bushkill 
Creek area. The firm of Madigan-Praeger at­
tempted to discredit the maps and announced 
that henceforth mudflats would be referred to 
as "de-vegetated" areas--an announcement that 
elicited cries of derision from the packed 
audience, 

overheard in the corridors of the Madi­
gan-Praeger office: the new salinity figures 
"blows up the dam". Tucked away in Appendix 
111 to draft chapter c, is an analysis of the 
salinity problem which flies in the face of 
14 years of pro-Tocks propaganda. Dam suppor­
ters have long argued that Tocks is necessary 
to p~ovide fresh water flows supposedly need­
ed during times of drought to keep water con­
sidered too saline to be potable safely down­
stream from the intakes for the Philadelphia 
water system. But Madigan-Praeger estimates 
that an unacceptable saline intrusion has a 
likelihood of occuring once every 100 to 500 
years or not wi t:tfin--me lifetime o:r--,;n.e dam. 

Petition Campaign Launched 

Help us get 50,000 signatures on a De-Author­
ize Tocks petitions. We have workers in NY, 
Pa., and N.J. circulating petitions at super­
markets. fairs, environmental meetings, the 
local hairdresser, organic food stores and 
the like. PLEASE HELP. Every weekend we have 
students at Sunfish Pond, the Worthington 
Tract, and Dingman's Ferry. We have gorgeous 
Support Your Local River posters available on 
request. Please note on the I Want to Help 
Coupon, if you can help--even if its only 20 
or 30 signatures. 

NEW OLD Ml NE ROAD 

For months, the DVCA has attacked the 
National Park Service for purposefully mis­
locating the historic Old Mine Road. The NFS 
had claimed -- on maps for park visitors and 
with historic markers--that the historic road 
began at the Delaware Water Gap, 

The road, constructed by the Dutch in 
the mid-17th century, was built to take copper 
from the Pahaquarry mines up to Esopus (now 
Kingston), then across to the Hudson, down to 
New Amsterdam {now Manhattan) and across the 
Atlantic to Holland. This road--the longest 
oldest road in commercial use in the United 
States, has become a rallying point for citi­
zens fighting to preserve the history of the 
region. 

The advantage to the NPS of locating the 
road at the Gap, a full six miles below the 
road's true beginning at ihe Pahaquarry mines? 
If Tocks is constructed, this pretend route 
would not be inundated. AnONPS can claim-""they 
are "preserving" the historic road, 

A small victory. In early April just af­
ter a public hearing at which the DVCA, once 
again, complained about an "Old Mine Road" 
historic marker sign at the Gap, the sign was 
discreetly removed. However, pamphlets handed 
out by the Park Service at the Delaware Water 
Gap information center still claim this false 
route for the road. 

What you can do: Write Gary Everhardt. 
National Park Service. Ask NFS to cease dis­
torting the history of the region. Ask NFS to 
cease supporting the construction of a eutro­
phied, mudflat-plagued reservoir at Tocks. 

student membership only $2.00 

DELAWARE VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 
SOX 159 STILLWATER NEW JERSEY (201) 581-2225 

WANT TO HELP coupon ~ 
NAME. o ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ADDRESS • •••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TELEPHONE •• , •••••• , •••• OCCUPATION •••••••••• 

Please circle activity which interests you 
most: 

( ) research 
( ) lobbying 
( ) clerical 
( ) lecturing 
( ) photogi•aphy 

( ) citizen organizing 
{ ) petition circulating 
( ) guide for bus tours 
( ) art projects ........................ 
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YOU PAY 
for NEW YORK and PHILADELPHIA 

On May 14, 1974 a group of townships and 
municipal authorities in Bucks and Monroe 
counties filed a suit against the Delaware 
River Basin Commission for its water charges 
regulations, The suit addresses such issues 
as the fact that those who will receive the 
major benefits of water supply augmentation 
from projects like Tocks are either not pay­
ing their fair share, or not paying at all+ 
Thus while basin residents will be asked to 
pay 4¢ per 1000 gallons for water from.Tocks, 
a major beneficiary of the project, Philadel­
phia, has been exempted from any water charges 
whatsoever. This exemption also applies to 
New York City. 

Thus the major metropolitan centers which 
profligately consume vast quantities of water 
will have no incentive whatsoever to insti­
tute the repairs and reforms which would con­
serve hundreds of millions of gallons of wa­
ter a day, (According to a Rand Corporation 
study, NYC loses over 150 mgd of water per 
day because of leaky faucets, water mains, 
faulty plumbing). Back in 1973, when the sub­
ject of water charges first came up, Carmen 
Guarino, head of Philadelphia's Water Supply 
Board stated that Philadelphia didn't want 
Tocks,if the city had to pay for Tocks water. 
So the DRBC,anxious not to lose Philly's sup­
port, provided for the unfair exemption. 

MOVING ? Please send us your new address 

Tocks Spells Poison slide show available 

Looking for a program? Enviromnental. and 
citizens groups, teachers, exhibit plannersl 
Sponsor a Tocks Spells Poison slide show. 
Eighty vivid color slides showing threatened 
Delaware River and Valley plus a devastating 
look at Army Corps reservoir disasters in the 
midwest. Script provided. 

Rental fee and handling: $10.00 suggested 

~ DECISION -cont. from page l 

Tocks, And get your friends to do 1ikewise. 
several of these governors(Byrne and particu­
larly Shapp) have vice-presidential ambitions 
for 1976 so remember letters from all over 
the United States will help. 

WRITE: *Governor Brendan Byrne 
State House, Trenton, 
New Jersey, 08625 

*Governor Milton Shapp 
225 Main Capitol 
Harrisburg, Pa., 17120 

*Ogden Reid, Commissioner 
Department Environmental 

Conservation 
50 Wolf Road, Albany 
New York 

*Governor Sherman Tribbitt 
State House, Wilmingtonp 
Delaware 

-- -~- ------- --- --- ------~-~~-

DELAWARE VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

BOX 159 STILLWATER NEW JERSEY 07 'i/7 S 
(2011 581-2225 

To: 

First Class Mail 



DELAWARE VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION NEWS 

TOCKS SPELLS POISON 
FALL 1975 

TOCKS HYDRA REVIVES 

Inaccurate "Tocks Killed!" newspaper 
headlines and wishful thinking have caused 
many dam fighters to assume prematurely that 
victory is ours. Alas, Tocks is very much 
alive. Jus"j; simn!ering away on the back burn­
er. Ready to be shifted to full steam iihead 
whenever the political climate is ripe. 
Hardly a soul in New Jersey thinks Governor 
Brendan Byrne has a prayer next election and 
if a pro-Tocks governor got in ••• 

Furthermore, de-authorizing legislation 
in Congress is going nowhere. Congressman DU 

1Pont who introduced de-authorizing legisla­
tion on September 3 appears to be willing to 
let his bill wither on the vine. (Is this 
because he is running for the Delaware gover­
norship and doesn't want to antagonize labor 
and power company interests?) !AIPont is not 
actively promoting the bill, has not sent any 
dear Colleague letters soliciting co-sponsors 
or urging support of the bill. In fact, to 
our horror, his aide is now talking about the 
necessity for yet ANO!HER STUDY of alterna­
tives to Tocks. Such a study would provide 
just enough delay for pro-Tockers to work 
hard and dig deep into their lush campaign 
fUnds to get a pro-Tocks governor elected in 
Nevr Jersey. 

Only two co-sponsors---Representatives 
Millicent Fenwick (N.J.) and Robert Edgar 
(Pa.)---have put their names on the dotted 
line, Everybody else is back on the fence. 
Apparently pro-Tocks lobbying by Frank Thomp­
son pl.us the r:on'"t r;e-au"thorize position o:f 
Governor Byrne has done the expected damage. 

Contrary to newspaper reports, the New 
Jersey Governor did !!Q1 at the July 31 meet­
ing call for the demise of the dam. Byrne 
just said don't build now but continue land 
acquisition for a "land bank" so that a 
reservoir can be built sometillle in the fu­
ture 

1 
like tomorrow. Because of the general 

assumption after the July 31 meeting that 
Byrne was opposed to Tocks, the governors 
clarified things in a behind-closed-doors 
meeting with Sherman Tribbitt of Delaware on 
August 28. The message was Defer, D:m't De­
authorize. Governor Carey, to his credit, 
took no position at this meeting and pro­
Tocks Shapp didn't bother to attend. 

continued next page 

MORE LAND for THE FEDS? 

In August, the Four County Task Force 
passed a resolution in opposition to addi­
tional land acquisition at Tocks. I The JJV'CA 
strongly agrees--though we think an exception 
of "hardship" cases should be made. (Just as 
long as "hardship" cases exclude real estate 
speculators and outside COl'lJOrationsl) 

First, continued land acquisition plays 
into the hands of pro-dammers. Each addi­
tional dime of funding tends to keep the 
Tocks project alive. Second, already 47,000 
acres of land have been acquired at Tocks. 
Vie think this enough for a Park. Third, we 
oppose giving NPS more land until they have a 
willingness to abide by certain laws. 

NPS has not yet complied with the Na­
tional Envi:ronmental Policy Act which re­
quires the preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Statement on the Master Plan for the 
area. Since the old reservoir-based plans 
are obsolete an entirely new plan should be 
developed and subject to public hearings. 
NPS also has not yet complied wi.th the rules 
and regulations of the Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, and Ex:ecutive Order 11506 which 
involve specific procedures, surveys and 
public hearings regarding the historical 
heritage of the valley. We see no reason to 
give the Park Service more land until they 
start properly administrating the 47,000 
acres they already own, 

Jbctor D:>L~ttle 1 s Pusbmi-Pullyu had 
trouble making up its mind ••• like some 

politicians we know 
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Hydra continued 

It is obvious that the governors are 
playing a game of' have your cake and eat it 
too: appear to kill Tocks (for the anti-dam 
vote) but simultaneously supply vigorous 
artif'icial respiration (for the pro-dam 
vote). 

Probably the best and only chance for 
de-authorization legislation lies on the 
Senate side of Capitol Hill. Both Senators 
Javits and Hugh Scott sent letters to the 
Save the Dela1vare Coalition in early Septem­
ber saying they would support de-authoriza­
tion. But when push comes to shove, will 
they? (Scott was the one holdout who would 
not support re-evaluation of the project last 
year). And Clifford Case is talking about 
introducing a bill. But will he? And when? 

What You Can D:l 

*If you live in N. Y., N. J., Del., or Pa. 
write your senators and request that they 
introduce de-authorizing legislation NOVI. 
This is particularly important f'or N.J. resi­
dents. Address: U. s. Senate, Washington, 
D. C. 20510. 

*If you live in these four states, please 
help us set up de-authorizing committees in 
key Congressional districts. We will soon be 
setting up organizing meetings. If' you want 
to attend such a meeting in your neighborhood 
please send us your name, address, and ~ 
of' your Congressperson. Remember the Con­
gressional primaries are coming up next June' 
And we want to make Tocks an issue in each 
and every contest. 

*Out of staters as well as basin residents 
write President Ford and ask him to eliminate 
any and all Tocks funds from the 1976 budget. 
The president wants to cut $28 billion from 
the budget. Tocks is a good place to start. 
Address: President Gerald Ford The White 

___ Ho~~. VIS!l?ll;i.ngton,__o.___o._ _ __' _ _ _ _ _ 

*Write Governor Byrne and Governor Carey and 
ask them to permit sound planning £or the 
region by killing the Tocks ram for once and 
for all. Address: Governor Brendan Byrne 
State House, Trenton, N, J. 08625/Governo~ 
Hugh Carey, State House, Albany, N.Y. 12225. 

Dam Fighters Confab 

Over 200 citizen activists, teachers, 
students from 17 states attended the rJVCA­
sponsored c~nference on Environmental,Social, 
and Econolll'.lc Impact of Big Dams and Reser­
voirs. Thr roster of' speakers was superb and 
the audience packed with highly-informed 
dedicated, do-or-die dam fighters. The re~ 
sult was a lot of valuable cross-pollination 
excitement, and renewed connnitment to keep uP 
the good fight. 

. W~rkshops covered a myriad of topics, 
including Grass Roots Organizing, Techniques 
of Flood Damage Reduction Archaeological and 
Biologica~ Resources End~ered by Reservoir 
Construction, land Acquisition: Abuses and 
Reforms, Current Battles Against the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

The proceedings of the conference will 
be incorporated in a workbook designed to 
help citizen activists and teachers both ana­
lyze major water resource projects and effec­
tively combat them, when desirable. The 
workbook will be available in about two 
months time. If you have any suggestions of 
material you would like to see included in 
the workbook, please write Barry Allen Box 
159, Stillwater, N.J. 07875. ' 

In the meantime, t" tape, appropriate 
for radio broadcasting, was made of the pro­
cee.dings. \VBAI-FM in New Y-02'k will be airing­
selected sections of the conference in Janu­
ary. Try to interest your local radio sta­
tions in running a program. Vie will provide 
tapes at cost. 

INNER GLOW 

Want the inner glow that comes from 
knowing you are helping to save the scenic 
O:!laware River and valley? Give IJVCA member­
ship as a Christmas gift to a special friend. 
Members receive periodic newsletter, dis­
counts on historic home bus tours discounts 
on books, plus that inner glovr. IV~ will send 
Christnns season announcement to recipient of 
your gift. Only $10.00 Make check out to 
O:!laware Valley Conservation Association, 

EMINENT DOMAIN under ATTACK 

One of the topics most passionately dis­
cussed at the Dam Conference was the shocking 
record of Army Corps and Bureau of Reclama­
tion land acquisition abuses. - Conferees re­
peatedly suggested that a national conference 
on filninent lbmain was desperately needed. 
Others urged a full-scale Congressional in­
vestigation, As a first step, conferees un­
animously passed the following resolution: 
"All further land acquisition by the u.s. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclama­
tion, Tennessee Valley Authority and the Soil 
Conservation Service shall cease until there 
is a Congressional investigation, or Con­
gressional oversight hearings are held re­
garding eminent domain abuses." 

It's a long step from a resolution to a 
Congressional investigation. One of the 
necessary intermediate steps is preparation 
of a dossier on abuses throughout the coun­
try. If anybody has any well-documented ex­
amples of unfair and unjust treatment of 
landovmers, mistreated by any of the agencies 
mentioned above, please contact the JJ\TCA. 
However, please do not send us any examples 
of case histories that fall into category of' 
sour-grapes, personal gripes. 
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Annual Meeting 
Come one, come all to the Blairstown 

Municipal Building on December 7 at 3:00 P.M. 
Help us plan strategy for de-authorization 
campaign. Elections! Slide-show! Reports 
from DVCA board members! Celebrate. Don't 
miss. Vie need your support. 

let the people stay 

The DVCA strongly supports the idea of 
multiple ownership in the Park. We have 
heard too many outside conservationists 
blithely talking of ousting anybody who lives 
in a weekend cabin or runs a small farm. This 
smacks of elitism. Of course, certain addi­
tional landholdings may have to be bought to 
assure reasonable contiguity within the Park, 
but such acquisition is endorsed only if a 
balance is achieved between the most favor­
able design for a park and the least dislo­
cation of bona fide residents. 

Certainly, outholdings of private land 
within the Park can only work if strict zon­
ing regulations are implemented so as to 
freeze properties in a current use and pre­
vent sub-divisions or commercial development. 

Some of the advantages of multiple own­
ership: 1) Saves the federal taxpayer money. 
2) Reduces sociai and economic dislocation of 
residents. 3) Benefits small farmer who can 
continue to farm his land. Currently, ori­
ginal Tocks farmers are kicked off their land 
which identical land is then leased to out­
side farmers! 4) Benefits local economy 
through continued operation of small busi­
nesses within the Park---businesses which 
would otherwise be awarded to outside corpor­
ations, who are able to bring in the lowest 
bid on a concession. 5) Benefits visitors to 
the area who have choice of rustic inns, 
local restaurants and small hotels instead of 
the homogenized, Holiday Inn type of facili­
ty. 6) Benefits visitors who pay competitive 
prices for services in the Park. A recent 
GAO (General Accounting Office) report sharp­
ly criticizes NFS concession policy which 
favors monopolistic development and high 
prices at Park facilities. 7) Benefits visi­
tors who can see historic structures pre­
served in situ. If these structures were not 
occupied by residents, they would have to be 
bulldozed or maintained by 24-hour guides for 

which NPS does not have sufficient funds. 
8) Prevents further erosion of tax ratables 
on a local level. 9) Prevents total federal 
control which leaves the door open for a re­
servoir in the future. 10) Keeps the site 
for Tocks Dam--the Worthington Tract--in New 
Jersey state ownership and outside of federal 
control. 

What You Can D::J 

If you support the idea of multiple-own­
ership, write Dennis Drabelle, Department of 
the Interior, Washington, D. C. 20240 • And 
please send us a copy of your letter. 

NUCLEAR BLACKMAIL 

The two giant Limerick nuclear power 
plants received the green light from the 
Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) on 
November 5. This is an extremely ominous 
development. 

In March, 1973, the DRBC said that it 
1i0uld wait until January 1, 1977 to determine 
the adequacy of existing water storage faci­
lities on the Delaware. If, at that time, 
the DRBC saw the need for an additional re­
servoir, Philadelphia Electric would "build 
or cause to be built, at its own expense" the 
necessary reservoir. 

In other words, without Tocks Dam, PE 
would have to foot the bill for a reservoir 
which the company estimated might cost $40 
million. Now, why would PE proceed to con­
struction on Limerick without knowing the ul­
timate fate of Tocks? 

Is Philadelphia Electric assuming that 
Tocks can be re-activated in the future? Is 
PE hoping to force the Tooks issue by build­
ing the nukes now, then sending its custom­
ers a £riend1y message: llHi, £o1ksl we're 

awfully sorry but because of those silly 
birdwatcp.ers that stopped the Tocks Dam, we 
must shutdown ~ of the time. Now, we 
don't think you nice customers out there want 
to see your electric bills triple to pay for 
the very expensive reservoir we might have to 
build. \'le think you' 11 agree! What 1 s best 
for PE, is best for you. Build Toc:ks Today," 

If you think this scenario is too nasty 
to be true, remember the threat of fuel hikes 
out in Santa Barbara, California that sudden­
ly withered the opposition to off-shore oil 
drilling? The most effective remedy for this 
ugly possibility is publicity--lots of it-­
and de-authorization now. 

Meanwhile the Environmental Coalition on 
Nuc:lear Power is contesting the Nuclear Regu­
latory Commission's construction permit given 
to Limerick earlier this year. The Coali­
tion's lawyer, lawrence Sager, feels that the 
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Blackmail continued 

construction permit should examine the en­
vironmental impact on the private reservoir 
Philadelphia Electric will have to construct 
if Tocks is not built. Thus far, both NRC 
andDRBCt have irresponsibly refused to con­
sider this issue. 

WRECKreation Area or Historic Park? 

Should the already acquired land at 
Tocks become a National Recreation .Area,_Wild 
and Scenic Ri"ver, National Historical Park, 
National Park? 

What is important about these different 
categories of Park is, a) the management 
policies that tend to predominate in each 
type, and b) the scenic and historic signifi­
cance given to the region which will play a 
key role in determining whether a Tocks 
reservoir is built sometime in the future or 
not. 

Recreation area was dubbed wreckreation 
area by the INCA long ago. V/reckreation 
areas usually emphasize high density, mass 
recreation. Parking lots, scenic overlooks, 
new road trailer camp sites, snowmobile 
trails and motorboat docks are to be ex­
pected. Most importantly, a wreckreation 
area can easily be converted to a reservoir. 
A wreckreation area suggests that the region 
is not of great historic or scenic value and 
therefore it would not be so shocking if it 
were flooded sometime in the future. 

If, hm•1ever, the important archaeologi­
cal, historic and natural resources of the 

DELAWARE VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

SOX 159 STILLWATER NEW JERSEY 07 f/7 S 
(201) 581-2225 

To: 

valley have been officially recognized in 
Washington by the National Historical or 
National Park designation, it would put up a 
formidable barrier to future flooding. Fur­
thermore, these categories tend to stress 
preservation, to emphasize less disruptive 
activities such as hiking or canoeing. 

A hitch is that designation other than 
v1reckreation will require time-consuming re-
study~ master plans, public hearings. Time 
for dam supporters to organize against Byrne. 
If the issue of de-authorization is segre­
gated from the issue of what kind of park 
comes to the valley, this problem can be 
avoided. Thus we support de-authorization 
now, with already acquired lands immediately 
shifted over to the Department of the Interi­
or, leaving the specific category of park 
open for discussion and &nalysis. 

What You Can Ib 

Write the DV"CA. Let us know what you 
would like to see happen in the valley. We 
will take your letters to the next planning 
meeting with the National Park Service. Also 
send us your name and address if you would 
like to be informed of the next meeting NPS 
schedules on this topic. 

Join the DVCA 

We can 1 t do it without you. Wishful 
thinking will not stop the Tocks Dam, Only 
hard work will, and lectures and bus tours 
and public meetings and grass roots organi­
zing in four states. We need you and you 
need us. Join the DV"CA, today. For just 
$10.00 you will receive newsletter, discounts 
on historic home tours, on nature hikes, dis­
counts on books, discount on Handbook for r:wn 
Fighters (coming out this winter). 

First Class Mail 

DON'T FORGET ANNUAL MEETING DEC 7 
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De-authorization in 1976 ! 

legislation to deauthorize . the Tocks Island r:am 
has been introduced in both the Senate and the House. 
Hearings to consider the issue will take place after 
the July recess in the Senate. House hearings will 
probably take place later in the summer. A list of 
current co-sponsors is in the box. 

It seems that we have a decent chance of getting 
deauthorization passed this year, Having seven of the 
possible eight area Senators as co-sponsors (Harrison 
Williams of N.J. is the one holdout) helps tremendous­
ly. 

Aides of all of the Senate members of the Sub­
committee have indicated that there ~ be no pro­
blem. However, the controversy over 209 could torpedo 
the legislation, and if Senator Williams decided to 
try to block the bill, he could JUSt pass on the word 
to Senator Randolf Jennings to bottle s. #3106 up in 
committee. A lot of nasty things could happen to nip 
deauthorization in the bud. 

This is a key year for the bill since we current­
ly have the suppert of P,ioesident Ford in the White 
House. Several of our key supporters for deauthoriza­
tion are either retiring (Senator Hugh Scott of Pa.), 
running for ano~her office (Congressman DuPont is try­
ing for the Dalaware governorship), or under stiff 
competition (Senator James Buckley of N.Y.). 

In addition, Governor Byrne of N. J, who appears 
willing to take a neutral stand on deauthorization and 
not lobby actively against it, is up for re-election 
next year. If a pro-Tocks N.J. governor is elected in 
1977, the whole Tocks battle could revive again. Fin­
ally, 1977 is an ominous year because June of 1977 is 
the date by which Philadelphia Electric is going to 
have to come up with an alternative to the Tocks 
reservoir as a means of providing vater to its two 
giant Limerick nuclear power plants. 

Given all these factors, deauthorization this 
year is a must. .Anybody interested in travelling to 
Washington to attend the hearings, lobby or otherwise 
help us during this critical phase, please contact us 
immediately. In the meantime, be sure to write to our 
Congressperson and Senators. Ask them to co-sponsor 
and to testify at upcoming hearings on Tocks deauthor­
ization. 

Co-sponsors of de-authorization legislation 

Congresspersons: (N. Y.) Richard Ottinger, Benjamin 
Rosenthal, Edwa-.rd Koch, Hamilton Fish, Bella Abzug, 
Thomas lbvllley, Herman Badillo, Charles Rangel, Benja­
min Gilman, Matthew McHugh, James Scheuer, Edward 
Pattison / (N.J.) Millicent Fenwick, James Howard, 
fuminick Dl.niels, Helen Meyner, .Andrew Maguire, Edwin 
Forsythe/ (Other) Pierre duPont (rel.), Robert Edgar, 
(Pa.), Norman Mineta (Calif.) 

Senators: Clifford Case ( N .J.), Richard Schweiker, 
Hugh Scott (Pa.), Jacob Javits, James Buckley (N.Y,), 
Joseph Biden, William Roth (Del.). 

CATCH 209 

The achilles heel of the Tocks Daauthorization 
bill is a provisjon calling for the relocation of 
route 209. This provision to build' a $100 million 
highway through scenic glens, over waterfalls and 
streams of the Pocono mountains crept in, apparently, 
through the hard work of Congressman Mera.de of Pa. 

When the Tocks dam was first planned, 209 had to 
be relocated since it would be inundated by the reser­
voir. Now that Tocks is supposedly on its way to de­
authorization, the original justification for rebuild­
ing 209 no longer applies. However, 209, a two-lane 
highway between St:roudsburg, Pa. and Milford, N.Y. is 
extremely hazardous, heavily travelled by •ruck traf­
fic which nobody wants in a park, and STANDS IN THE 
WAY OF FUTURE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TOCKS DAM. 

The scheme to build a new highway is seriously 
flawed. 1) It will take at least eight years for the 
new highway to be completed. In the meantime, danger­
ous traffic on the existing 209 will be compounded by 
visitors coming to the Dalaware \'later Gap National 
Recreation area. 2) The new highway will not be a 
significant improvement on the old highway since there 
is not suffi cient money in the budget to construct a 
four-lane, limited access highway. The relocated rum: 
209 will be very similar to the old 209--two-lane with 
many grade crossings. The high\'ray will be designed 
according to 1976 specificat1ons and thus graded more 
safely than the old highway, but is this worth $100 
million? When Pa. Dapartment of Transportation was 
queried as to how the new 209 would improve the traf­
fic situation, we were told that at least, there would 
then be two highways, ~parallel, in the region. 
3) None of the necessary traffic studies have been 
done demonstrating the necessity for the road. The 
last point of origin and point of destination studies 
done were in 1963, THIRTEEN YEARS AGO. Since that 
time the comp1etion of I-80 has radically changed 
transportation needs in the region. 4) The alterna­
tive of shifting the dangerous and undesirable truck 
traffic to alternate routes has not been studied 
mainly because the origin and destination studies have 
not been done. 5) Relocation of 209 will necessitate 
the buying up of hundreds of additional acres by the 
Army Corps of Engineers and the ])apartment of Inter­
ior, subjecting more residents to the harassments and 
pain of expropriation. 6) The relocation of 209 will 
leave the door wide open to the reauthorization of the 
Tocks Dam two, five or ten years from now. Witll 209 

Continued on Page 4 



2 
Teton Dam COLLAPSES 

On June 6,a terrifying 15-foot wall of water, mud 
and debris swept dovm the Snake River valley as the 
just-finished, $60 million Teton Dam collapsed, As we 
go to press, the gloomy statistics continue to pile 
up--at least six dead, 50,000 acres of farmland inun­
dated, 4000 homes washed away, thousands of cows 
drowned and dozens of communities covered with muck 
and mud. .And damage estimates are now close to $1 
billion. 

It is all too tempting and comforting to view the 
Teton disaster as an isolated freak accident which 
cannot happen again. But a similar dam disaster can 
and probably will happen unless elected officials in 
Washington and the .American Taxpayer learn a few 
lessons from the tragedy. 

One lesson is that the judgment of outside inde­
pendent experts, such as the geologist, Shirley 
--~wno warneff1;bat the Teton oam-was bei:dg--Ount­

on an unsound foundation, must not be ignored by the 
federal dam building agencies. A second is that the 
judgment of the Bureau of Reclamation, Army Corps of 
Engineers or Tennessee Valley Authority cannot be 
relied upon. 

Repeatedly, at dams throughout the country, the 
dam builders' engineering incompetence and grosa 
negligence of geological and other factors have re­
sulted in near-disasters and enormous cost overruns. 

*Construction on the Corps' Gathright Dam in 
Virginia was initiated even though proper foundation 
studies had not yet been conducted. The Corps started 
to pour concrete and found it was disappearing into 
limestone caverns under the dam site. (The caverns' 
existence could have been easily detected if the Corps 
had used fracture trace analysis. ) 

*The Wolf Creek Dam in Kentucky was built on a 
porous limestone foundation. The dam is now being 
shorn up with a massive concrete diaphragm in order to 
prevent its collapse. 

Unfortunately, hitherto dam builders have not 
cared if engineering problems have suddenly emerged in 
the midst of construction. The Corps JUSt goes back 
to Congress for more money, which has been easy to 
obtain, particularly if construction is already under 
way, Thus, the Army Corps racks up staggering cost 
overruns with project costs sometimes increasing by 
240%, 488% or even 888%. 

It is to be hoped that the Teton disaster will 
not be forgotten and that people living in colll!lluniti es 
threatened by dam projects all over the country will 
bring in outside experts in geology to evaluate all 
planned projects, There should ~ be another major 
dam collapse. 

Joe Evins to the Rescue 

Before any investigative reports on the Teton 
disaster had been conducted, Joe Elrins, the powerful 
chairm1m of the House Subconunittee on Public \'larks, 
sprang to the defense of the dam builders. Evins on 
June 15 announced on the House floor that "above nor­
mal precautions were taken to assure the safety of the 
Teton Dam" and reported that extensive tests by the 
Bureau of Reclamation had shown that the dam-site 

*The Bureau of Reclamation's Garrison Diversion "rock was hard and durable and suitable for the dam 
canal has collapsed four times and been rebuilt four foundation." As far as Joe is concerned, the dam 

- - ---t-:1mee--due--to -engineecing --misea:l:ei:l::be.tions-fffid-:i:fiade----bu±itlers-carr tlo-n::r-wrong-. 
quate study of the geology of the region. 

Very often these problems have been anticipated 
by outside critics whose warnings were ignored. It is 
clear that there is a need for an independent review 
board to evaluate big dam projects prior to the initi­
ation of construction so as to give a fair assessment 
of concerns raised by citizens and outside experts. 

It is also clear that a full-scale investigation 
of what happened at the Teton Dam is in order. Tne 
planned investigation by a blue-ribbon panel appointed 
by the state governor and the Department of Interior 
(under whose jurisdiction the Bureau of Reclamation 
falls) is not going to have sufficient independence to 
make a meaningful investigation. 

For Tocks watchers there is cause for consider­
able concern regarding the geology of the Tocks Dam 
site. Test borings have been conducted over and over 
again without locating a satisfactory bottom, the dam 
site already has been moved once because of antici­
pated seepage problems, and the problems posed by 
porous shale and limestone in the Tocks region have 
never been resolved. 

BEHIND THE SCENES 
Congressman Frank Thompson has been boasting that 

the up-coming chairman of the House Subcommittee on 
Public Works, James Wright, who will replace retiring 
Joe Evins in 1977, has promised Thompson not to de­
authorize Tocks unless Thompson agrees. Thompson, one 
of the original co-sponsors of the 1962 legislation to 
authorize Tocks, is adamantly pro-Tocks, and has never 
for an instant wavered in his vigorous support for the 
project. We will probably never know whether James 
Wright actually has made such a promise to '.rhompson or 
not, but it is extremely disturbing that Thompson 
should boast of making this kind of back:room deal to 
assure the survival of a project that the Council on 
Environmental Quality, .the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the U.S. Arury Corps of Engineers, 20 Congress­
persons and 7 Senators are all on record as wanting 
killed for once and for all. 

Congressman James Wright,Democrat of lvrississippi, 
is no relation to the Elcecutive Director of the pro­
Tocks agency, the Delaware River Basin Conunission, 



NPS VETOES PUBLIC HEARINGS 

The National Park Service is current}¥ .!1Qj;_ plan­
ning to hold public hearings on their long-awaited 
assessment of different park options with and without 
a dam for the Tocks region. The decision was appar­
ent}¥ made by Chester Brooks, regional administrator 
in Philadelphia. In answer to protests from the Save 
the Delaware Coalition, Brooks responded that NPS had 
already received public in-put at a series of work­
shops in the fall of 1975, and that opinions presented 
at those workshops were repetitive anyhow. 

So the public is only to be allowed to submit 
comments in writing during a 45-day response period. 
We think this is an ill-advised decision. The dedi­
cated citizens who have fought long and hard to keep 
the 12,000 acres of the scenic Delaware valley above 
water surely should have the right to comment in 
pub1ic--before the press and each other--regardinff NPS 
plans for the area. 

We would hope that NPS would learn from its mis­
takes elsewhere in the country. Usually, _ when NPS 
does not permit meaningful public participation in the 
planning process, the resulting master plan is so in­
adequate that it has to be redone--at high cost to 
both the park service and the federal taxpayer. At 
Yosemite National Park, after 4 years of labor on a 
master plan prepared without public in-put, the plan 
was so poor that it was thrown out and the planning 
process begun all over again. Now costs on the Yose­
mite master plan are close to $1 million. 

Continued on Page 4 

A Letter Always Helps 

u.s. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.c., 20515 

u.s. Senate 
Washington, D.c., 20510 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Washington9 r.c., 2G2"4iJ -

Book BONUS To New Members 

In Defense of Rivers FREE 

to new and renewing members 
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In Defense of Rivers 

The "fNCA ha? just published IN DEFENSE OF RIVERS: 
A CITIZENS WORKBOOK ON IMPACTS OF DAMS AND CAN.AL PRO­
JECTS. 

The workbook draws on the experience of dam 
fighters across the country who have stopped undesir­
able water development projects. It provides valuable 
information for the citizen activist hoping to stop 
the .Army Corps of Engineers (or Bureau of Reclamation 
or Tennessee Valley Authority) / for the elected offi­
cial who wants to analyze a reservoir project planned 
for his district / for the environmental education 
teacher preparing a school curriculum on dams and 
riverine ecology / for students requiring a biblio­
graphy on water resource development. 

The 208-page book with photos includes a section 
analyzing ecologica1 and economic impacts of projects 
like Tocks Island D3m, Cross-Florida Barge Canal, 
Tennessee-Tombigbee V/aterway and the Garrison Diver­
sion Project. 

Authors include such well-'knovm environmentalists 
as David Sive, Chairman of the Environmental Law 
Institute; Bruce Hannon, Director of the Center for 
Advanced Computation at the Unlversity of Illinois; 
wvid Stansbury, Director of the Museum of Zooloi;y at 
Ohio 6'tate Universjty; and many others. 

For activists and educators there is information 
on how to 'l'- Prepare for a public hearing, -< Obtain a 
good film for an ecology program on flood-plain 
management, *Protect historic and archaeological sites 
threatened by dam or other construction, * Use scenjc 
easements to protect a river, * Organize effectively 
against the federal dam buiJd5ng agencies and many 
other important topics. 

IN DEFEWSE OF RIVERi3 is offered free to nevr or 
renewing members of the fNCA. Or at the following 
rates: l copy @ $5. 95, 2-4 copies @ ~;5. 35, 5-10 
copies @ $4.?5. All of the above prices incl_ude pos­
tage and handling. Teac.hers or groups wish:ing <>pecial 
discounts for larger orders should contact the fJfCA. 

___ (_)nly_~~Aip_ orders will be f:illen. 

Please send me Ill DEFENSE OF RIVERS. I enclose a 
check payable to the Delaware Valley Conservation 
Association, Box 159, stillwater, New Jersey 07375 
for$ _____ • 

Name _____ _ 

Address, ______________________ _ 

City _______ _ State ______ Zip __ 

Please send me IN DEFENSE OF RIVERS free ! I want to 
join the fJfCA and help save the Delaware River and 
valley. I enclose a check for $10. 
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Catch 209 continued from page 1 
out of the way, there is virtually nothing to stop the 
Corps from proceeding rapidly to construction on a re­
vised Tocks Dam. We assume this is the reason the 
Corps has recently stated that they would be happy to 
relocate the highway. The Corps never does something 
for nothing. If the Corps--a dam building agency-­
agrees to build a highway, a dam cannot be far behind. 

Please write your Congressperson and Senators 
immediately and ask them IlQ1 to authorize the reloca­
tion of 209. Instead, request that they authorize a 
feasibility study including point of origin and point 
of destination traffic studies, evaluation of regional 
transportation and alternative ways of meeting them, 
To authorize the relocation of a $100-200 million 
highway prior to the completion of such studies is 
bureaucratic folly and madness. 

- NPS ·vetoes ilea.ring continued :from -- page 3 

We can only assume that NPS , does not want the 
possible adverse publicity of a hearing covered by the 
press. In the past, NPS has been strongly criticized 
for tacitly supporting the Tocks Dam project, for not 
adequately protecting historic homes, for constructing 
a headquarters building prior to the preparation of a 
master plan, and for plans to build a $1 million high­
way to the top of the Delaware Water Gap, thereby per­
mitting mooorists access to the Appalachian trail, 
Given this record, we think it is particularly impor­
tant for any and all planning for the Tocks region to 
be open to public scrutiny, analysis and participa­
tion. 

1 If you agree, please contact your Senators and 
Congresspersons and urge them to request NPS to have a 
public hearing on the NPS assessment. Also you might 
mention that the hearing should not be held on a holi­
day and should be in a central place like Trenton. 

Return the Worthington Tract 

Bill Schluter, who is running on the Republican 
ticket against Helen Meyner in the upcoming Con­
gressional elections, has taken a commendable stand on 
the Worthington tract. Schluter, in a recent state­
ment calling for the deauthorization of the Tocks 
Island Dam, also requested that the entire Worthington 
tract be sold by the power company back to the state 
of Nevr Jersey. 

When Governor Meyner was in office, 715 acres of 
a beautiful mountainside tract including the 44-acre 
glacial Sunfish pond, was sold to New Jersey Power and 
Light as use for a pumped storage project, The trans­
action was conducted in secret. It was not approved 
by the state legislature. When the sale came to light 
it was bitterly opposed by concerned citizens since 
the Worthington family had given the tract to Nevr 
Jersey with the express wish that the land be used as 
a park. Given the fierce opposition of citizens, the 
power company returned Sunfish pond to the state but 
retained about 370 acres of the original Worthington 
tract. 

The power company retained the acreage so that 
the existing Yards Creek pumped storage reservoir 
could be substantially expanded. Ellpansion, however, 
v:ould entail the construction of a 280-acre reservoir 
which would be visible from Sunfish, and would require 
the re-routing of the Appalachian trail, Also the 
crystal clear waters of Sunfish would be threatened by 
leakage from the pumped storage reservoir. 

Mrs. Meyner, the wife of the former Governor, has 
not taken a posi.tion on the Worthington tract. Hope­
fully, she will do so now and remove questions of con­
flicts of interest which have persisted since she 
first ran for office. Mrs. Meyner v1as a member of the 
Board of Directors of General Public Utilities, when 
she announced her candidacy for Congress, and her 
husband's law firm has had New Jersey Power and Light 
as a client. \Ve are glad to report that Mrs. Meyner 

The last public hearing on the Delaware Water Gap has taken a position in favor of deauthorization of 
National Recreation Area was held in 1975 on Good Fri- the Tocks Island Dam, and is a co-sponsor of H.R. 
day of the Easter weekend. Short of holding a hearing #1.2462. Voters might want to thank her for her posi­
on Christmas Day, it would be almost impossible to tion on Tocks Island and request a clarification 

--~:1-e~: a_ more inconvenient day! ___ ~~~- ____ _ _ regarding he:r: p~~~i_on on the Worthington tract. 

DELAWARE VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

BOX 159 STILLWATER NEW JERSEY 0787S 
<201) 561-2225 
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Sleight of Hand 
Tocks Dam de-autborization·hearings held in Wash­

ington on July 23 and 26, 1976 brought out all the old 
dam proponents- and opponents. Forty--f'ive indivi:duals 
and organizations sent statements in support of de­
autborization, while only twenty-five sent in opposing 
statements. The subcommittee on water resources, ho1v­
ever, decided to allo1v only selected persons to testi­
fy! In the selection process the numerical superior­
ity of dam opponents was eliminated with an fil!fil!. num­
ber of persons testifying for and against the legisla­
tion. This legislative sleight of band clearly bene­
fited dam supporters, 

Only a handful of the co-sponsors of the legisla­
tion bothered to testify in favor of the legislation. 
Apparently, behind-the-scenes lobbying by David Bar­
din, Commissioner of N. J, Department of Environmental 
Protection who urged people like Congressman Maguire 
not to testify, paid off, If your Congress person or 
Senator is one of those who did not bother to testify, 
please write them. Thank your representative for co­
sponsoring the legislation, request that they co­
sponsor again this year and that they testify in sup­
port of the bill. (Asterisks appear by Co-sponsors 
who did testify; double asterisks by co-sponsors not 
re-elected.) 

De-authorization legislation will once again be 
introduced in Congress in 1977. 

Who Kflled De .:auth-or i z at ion ? 

If there 1s one man who 1s responsible for the 
demise of the Tocks de-authorization bill, it is Con­
gressman Frank Thompson of New Jersey. After the hear­
ings in the Senate, the bill was tabled in committee 
in the House by an agreement between Thompson and Rob­
ert Jones of Alabama, chairman of the House Suocomm:Lt­
tee on Water Resources. Already last Spring, Thompson 
was freely boasting at a reception at Princeton Uni­
versity that he intended to kill the bill. This boast 
was published in the fNCA s\lllD!ler 1976 newsletter, but 
nobody really believed that Thompson was quite so un­
principled. 

The boast was that Thompson had made a deal with 
Congressman James Wright, who was in line for the 
chairmanship of the committee on public works, not to 
let Tocks be de-authorized, Now that Wright has be­
come majority leader of the house the boast has a par­
ticularly ominous ring. Those who last year did not 
believe that Thompson would kill the bill had better 
decide now what to do to counter Thompson's strategy 
in 1977. 

1976 Co-Sponsors 

Congresspersons: (N.Y.) Richard Ottinger, Benjamin 
Rosenthal, Edward Koch, Hamilton Fish, Bella Abzug~ 
Thomas D:>vmey, Herman Badillo, Charles Rangel, Benja­
min Gilman: 1'.atthew McHugh, James Scheuer, Edward 
Pattison / (N.J.) Millicent Fenwick~ James Howard, 
D:>minick Dmiels~ .. Helen Meyner~ Andrev1 Maguire, Edwin 
Forsythe / (Other) Pierre duPont11 (Del.), Robert Edgar~ 
(Pa.), Norman .Mineta (Calif,) 

Senators: Chfford Case* (N.J.), Richard Schweiker, 
Hugh Scott""( Pa, ) , Jacob Javi ts~ James Buckley"l'( N. Y.), 
Joseph Biden, William Roth (Del.), 

It was rumored last year that one reason a number 
of Congresspersons agreed to co-sponsor the Tocks de­
autboriza tion bill was that they had been tipped off 
that the bill was going to be killed. Thus, the Con­
gressperson could keep opponents happy by co-sponsor­
ing; dam proponents happy with a dead bill, 

WHO SAID WHAT 

At the Tocks Dam de-authorization hearings in 
July there was much obfUscation and scant enlighten­
ment. Some samples of the testimony: 

Most mis-leading: Congressman i1rank Thompson ar­
gued that five years ago Russell Peterson, chairman of 
the Council on Environmental Quality said the Tocks 
Dam was "vitally necessary," Thompson did not bother 
to mention that Peterson has reversed his position and 
now strongly supports de-authorization. Thompson also 
quoted a statement by Russell Train, EPA chairman, 
supporting the Tocks reservoir back in 1969. Again, 
the Congressman conveniently ignored that Train had 
come out in opposition to the project since that time. 

Most snide: CongressmairFra:tlk TlIOl!IPson in oppos­
ing the concept of a park without the reservoir 
quipped: 11Mt-s. Fenwick said peop1e can sit a:round and 
churn butter or have someone else churn butter." 

Most outrageous : Head of the National Park Ser­
vice, Gary Everhardt, in calling for continued land 
acquisition by the Army Corps of Engineers, stated: 
"They henre done a tremendous job in land acquisition,, 
They are known in the community, They have a good 
rapport with the landowners." Landowners who have 
suffered the terrible abuses of the Corps land acqui­
sition policies should protest this statement loudly 
to the new NPS head. Everhardt, furthermore, while on 
the one hand urging continued land acquisition also 
called for a provision in the de-authorization bill to 
allow for the "disposal" of excess land--i.e. putting 
the land up for public bid. Keep ouying land boys 
even though we may sell it at auction later! It is 
exactly this callous attitude which has caused the 
I.lVCA to oppose any further land acquisition until a 
management plan is developed for the park. 

continued on page 2 
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Who aald what continued from page 1 

Most pusillanimous: Governor Brendan Byrne of 
New Jersey who called for no final de-authorization 
until the l980's "The proposal to de-authorize now is 
premature •••• New Jersey has not yet reached the 
point where de-authorization is necessary or wise." 

Most surprising: Commissioner Goodard of Pa. in 
opposing the relocation of 209 commented: "I think we 
have gone through the trauma of displacing hundreds 
and literally thousands of people for the project. 
Wby displace a lot more people and acquire a lot more 
land and do a lot more grading and cutting and filling 
that will do a lot more environmental harm to relocate 
this highway?" 

Most rhetorical: From Harry Boyer, President, 
Pa. AFL-CIO: "Let not the tUIU1el vision of those who 
consider the displacement of a flea an ecological dis­

TILT 
November llth Department of Interior comments on 

the draft prepared by the Corps of Engineers on the 
proposed relocation of 209 state: ".An archaeological 
survey of the highway corridor is in progress under 
the direction of Professor Fred Kinsey of Franklin and 
Marshall College and will be completed in time for the 
findings to be used in the final statement." 

November 22 rNCA is suspicious regarding the 
veracity of the Department of Interior comments and 
writes Dr. Fred Kinsey to see if, in fact, he is doing 
an archaeological survey. 

November :30 Dr. Fred Kinsey notifies the INCA by 
letter that "in no way can it be construed that I am 
doing a corridor survey." 

aster but who close their eyes to massive human depri- December 7 Dr. Fred Kinsey notifies Department of 
vation weaken the Congress' will to make possible the Interior that he is not doing an archaeological survey 
great huma:rr benet':tts" -tlre-Tocirn-In-=ci 1Jr0je~t-pro=--a10ug the highv1ay corrioor. -
vides. 11 

ABSENT 
Groups and organizations conspicuously absent 

from de-authorization hearings included: National 
Audubon Society, Izaak Walton League, Humane Society 
of the United States, Defenders of Wildlife, Environ­
mentalists for Full Enployment, Critical Mass, Appala­
chian Mountain Club, Environmental Action Foundation, 
CoimDOn Gause, National Farmers Union, Wilderness Soci­
ety. If you are a member of any of these organiza­
tions, please contact your conservation chairmen and 
urge them to testify in person this year or to send us 
a written statement which we will submit into the re­
cord. 

EPA ATTACKS 209 

On November 11th the U. S. Environmental Protec­
tion Agency strongly attacked the Army Corps of Engin­
eers dra~ environmental impact stat_ement on 209. EPA 
stated that possible alternatives had not been given 
sufficient consideration and environmental impacts 
were not adequately describe~'. 

EPA, noting the tie-in between 209 and Tocks, re­
commended that "construction ot: this road snouJ.d not 
be initiated until an affirmative decision is made re­
garding the Tocks Island Lake Project, or until a 
directive is issued to construct the entire road re­
gardless of the decisions on Tocks. Furthermore, we 
do not believe that the project should be initiated 
with the construction of Bushkill Bridge. In the 
event that construction were halted, there would be no 
access to the road, and it would serve no useful pur­
pose. 11 Currently, the Corps plans to start construc­
tion on a bridge over the beautii'ul and undeveloped 
Bushkill river in the spring of 1977. 

EPA also suggested that the alignment of the 
highway be. changed to avoid "highly scenic areas" such 
as Adams Creek Gorge and to skirt significant wetland 
areas like Diwson's Swamp. Adams Greek Gorge, a deep 
gorge shaded by 80 foot hemlocks and lush rhododen­
drons and graced by six spectacular waterfalls, is one 
of the Poconos' most scenic spots. It is a travesty 
that NPS, the u. s. Army Corps of Engineers, and the 
Appalachian Mountain Club are supporting its destruc­
tion. 

December 15 Department of Interior asks the U.S. 
Army Gorps of Engineers to please delete the refer­
ence to the archaeological survey from Interior's com­
ments on the environmental impact statement, The let­
ter states: "It seems that neither Professor Fred 
Kinsey nor anyone else is engaged in such a survey, ••• 
Since no archaeological survey is being conducted{ we 
urge that one be initiated," (Underlining DVCA's.J 

Interestingly, this situation only came to the 
attention of the fJ!CA because we had requested and 
obtained copies of the Department of Interior's com­
ments. Initially, the Department said that the com­
ments were not available for public review. It was 
only after we threatened a Freedom of Information Act 
suit that the comments were forthcoming. 

We have been informed by the National Park Ser­
vice that the reference to Dr. Kinsey's work was a 
mistake I Dr. Kinsey was under contract to NPS to do 
other archaeological survey work in the area and the 
agency supposedly got mixed up regarding exactly what 
he was doing. The implication is that NPS did not 
understand the nature of work being conducted by an 
archaeologist under contract to them. Is this explan­
atio11 plausible? Qr _dic!j;h~ agency, utrO~f>UJ2Pql't-_ 

--er of the relocation of 209,hedge on the issue, boping 
to fulfil the requirements of historic and archaeolo­
gical preservation law? 

Neither explanation of the "mistake" is particu­
larly re-assuring. Hopefully, now Department of In­
terior will take the necessary steps to persuade the 
Army Corps of Engineers to do the legally mandated 
archaeological surveys. 

continued on page :3 

WRITE CARTER TODAY 

While Governor of Georgia, Jimmy Carter inter­
vened in the battle to save the Flint River from the 
Army Corps 1 Spewrell Bluff Dam. Carter canoed down 
the Flint twice, carefully studied stacks of detailed 
analyses of the project, and ultimately came out in 
favor of' a Park River plan. 

continued on page J 

--~ 



T1lt continued from page 2 

It '7ould seem that the ~artment of Interior has 
either 1) purposefully mis-represented the work of Dr. 
Kinsey :in order to i'ulfil the requirements of the His­
toric Preservation Act of 1966, or 2) it is grossly 
uninfoI'llled regarding the nature 0£ work being conduc­
ted by an archaeologist under contract to the ~art­
ment. Either explanation is exceptionally disturbing. 
Question '7hat is Interior going to do now to assure 
that the necessary highway corridor archaeological 
surveys are done? 

~QIN THE DVCA 

We Cannot Win Without You 

T-SHIRT BONUS 

~ to nevr or re-nevring members, a wildlife con­
sciousness T-shirt1 designed by D3.vid KJ.ein of Con­
ooioue .Deo:iaion 01': Nc'v York. We are o!":fer:tng a soar­
ing condor or a £lock 0£ geese (see illustration 
above), With a choice of a sky blue or yellow back­
ground. OC excellent quality, 100% cotton, machine 
washable, band stenciled and signed, these T-shirts 
regularly sell for, $7.50. By special arrangement, 
when ordered through the "INCA, your T-shirt will cost 
$5.00 pius 75 cents for handling and postag~. Buy 
several. for friends and relatives. An unusual and 
pleasing gift. 

!£ I wish an additional T-shirt to my free T-shirt, I 
understand that the cost is $5, 00 plus 75 cents l2fil: 
shirt £or handling and .postage. Or i£ I wish to buy a 
T-shirt without becoming a member :in the "JNCA,I under­
stand this same price applies. All New Jersey resi­
dents add sales tax. I also understand that no orders 
will be filled unless accompanied by a check or money 
order and that no exchanges can be made, 
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Carter continued from page 2 

In a statement opposing Spewre11 on October 1, 
1973, Carter stated "The construction of unwarranted 
dams and other projects at public expense should be 
prevented." Carter also noted that the dam's 3i% in­
terest rate was unrealistically low, that recreational 
bez:e£its would be better achieved by purchase of 
river-bank properties, and that land-use planning 
should be used to reduce flood damage. These are all 
arguments which have been used over and over against 
Teaks. 

The 1976 Democratic Presidential Campaign Com­
mittee, Inc. printed and widely circulated a position 
statement by Carter on the Army Corps of Engineers in 
which the President-Elect was quoted as saying "I have 
stated many times that as President I will halt the 
construction of unnecessary dams by the Corps of En­
gineers ••• ,,,. \'/e must realize that the federal govern­
ment 1 s dam building era is coming to an end. Most 
beneficial projects have been built. It is time the 
Corps enters- a new phase £or the overa1l benefit of 
the general public." 

One reason scenic and wild river advocates and 
many Tocks £oes voted for Carter was because of his 
actions to save the Flint and these campaign state­
ments. Now that Jimmy is in the White House vrill he 
bow to the powerful water resource development lobby­
ists? Will he help us stop the Tocks Island Dam? The 
answer to this question probably depends upon how much 
pressure is exerted by each side. But vrith one demo­
cratic governor pro-Tocks, Milton Shapp, and the first 
governor to endorse Carter for president, Bl:'endan 
Byrne, waffling, citizens will have to express their 
vie'lrs loud and clear to the White House. 

Please write President Carter today and ask him 
to support the de-authorization of the Tooks Island 
Dam. Remind him of his public statements on dams 
during his campaign. You might also vrant to ask Jimmy 
to aanoe down the Delaware. If the President were 
willing to walk down Pennsylvania Avenue (a refreshing 
innovation), maybe we can persuade h:illl to canoe down 
the Dela1rarel 

Write: President Jimmy Carter, The White House, 
Washington, D. c. 

Yoa, J: want. -bo become a member of: the DVOA. 
Please send me rrr:r free Wildlife Consciousness T-shirt. 
I am enclosing ten dollars ($10,00) payable to the 
Delaware Valley Conservation Association. 

Nam.e ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• O•••• 

Address • •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• o ••••• 

City ••••••••••••••••••.•• state •........ Zi'P• •••••••••. 

I am specifying below which color (blue <Yr yellow) and 
in what size (Adult: sml, med, lg, x-lg; and Children: 
sm, med, lg). I would like 

Quantity Color Size 

~ 

+- {ALL ORDERS PLEASE NGrE CONDITIONS) ----------------
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Barge Cana I Snagged 

The Cross-Florida Barge Canal has once again been 
turned back by citizen opponents in Florida. on De­
cember 17, Governor Reubin Askew and the Florida Ca­
binet voted 6 to l to recommend a halt to the partial­
ly completed project. The Canal has been previously 
"stopped" in 1936, 1951, and 1971, and now in 1976. 
In intervening periods, the canal bas been ·revived 
through the determined efforts of canal supporters and 
pro-dam congressional committees. The history of 
these repeated attempts over a span of forty years to 
revive the canal offers an important lesson for Tocks 
opponents, who mistakenly think that the battle to 
stop Tocks has been won. It will be interesting to 
see if Congress is any more responsive to Florida 
citizens' efforts to de-authorize the $425 million 
canal than it has been to citizen efforts to kill 
Tocks, 

Tocks Pipeline 

Construction proceeds on two giant 1055 megawatt 
Limerick nuclear power plants located 21 miles north­
west of Philadelpbia--even though the plants are with­
out an adequate water supply. Originally, the J4 
million gallons a day water cooling requirement of the 
plants was to be supplied from the Tocks reservoir, via 
a pipeline between the Delavrare and Perkiomen rivers. 
Now that Tocks is =certain, Philadelphia Electric is 
talking about building its own private water supply 
reservoir. But the power company is not anxious to 
start construction. Clea:rly PE would rather have the 
federal taxpayer finance its reservoir construction by 
building Tocks. Until the Limerick water supply issue 
is resolved the pressure for To<iks will continue. A 
full analys~s of the Limerick To<iks <ionne<ition is in 
the January 8th issue of Environment Action Bulletin. 
Send in $1,00 and we will send you a copy. 

Studying Tocks? 

we are flooded with requests from students and 
planners for information on the ~ocks battle, We 
simply do not have the staff to meet these requests. 

DELAWARE VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

eox 159 STILLWATER NEW JERSEY 07875 
(201) 581-2225 

We, therefore, are listing the following sources: 
Articles all by Mina Hamilton Haefele: in Not Man 
Apart February, 1974; October 1975; mid-October~?6; 
in Environment Action Bulletin January 8, 1977; Envi­
ronmental~. July 5, 1975; resign and Environment 
fall 1976; article by .Michael Reich in Planning, Da­
cember 1976 

Also the Save the Delaware Coalition at 2126 Land 
Title Building, Philadelphia, Pa, and Appalachian 
Mo\llltain Club at 5 Joy st,, Boston, MA. 02108, have a 
number of valuable publications in limited supply. 

Advanced Engineering 

For months the rNCA has been warning that the 
proposed relocation of 209 is an integral part of the 
Tocks Island Dam project and will be used as a power­
ful lever to prevent de-authorization of the dam. The 
_current $4.5 milli_9ti__ 2Q9~qing is tied to keeping 
the Tocks Dam on the books and specifies that work on 
the road will cease as soon as the dam is de-author­
ized, If construction starts on 209, it is clea:r that 
dam and road proponents will argue: you can 1 t de-au­
thorize Tocks until 209 is completed, which could take 
5, 10 or 15 years. 

A Dec, 6 letter from Colonel Rowe of the A:rrrry 
Corps of Engineers to the DV"CA confirms our fears: 
"Our Philadelphia District Office is preparing detail­
ed design and cost estimates for relocation of 209 .€!.§. 
part of the advanced engineering and design studies 
for the Tocks Island Project •••• Relocation of 209 i s a 
construction feature of the Tocks Island 1ake Project 
since its reservoir pool would inundate 2,'.3 miles of 
the existing aligrunent, Corps of Engineers involve­
ment in relocation of Route 209 arises solely from 
Congressiona1 authority to construct the Tocks Island 
Lake Project, and its feasibility is dependent upon 
the economic justification of the overall To<iks Island 
Project. 

"The Tocks Island Lake Project, including relflca­
tion of Route 209, is economically justified by bene­
fits expected for flood control, water supply, hydro­
power, and recreation. 11 (underlining the IJ\TCA.' s) 

NON-PROFlT ORG. 
U.S. PO~AGE 

PAID 
MILFORD PA. 
PERMIT NO. 24 

Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Bien 
Box 64 
Middleville, N.J. 07855 
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De-authorizafion Axed Again 

The Tocks De-authorization Bill has again been 
killed, this time by Congressman Ray Roberts of Texas, 
chairman of the Water Resource Subcommittee. 

This year legislation was co-sponsored in the 
Senate by Case, Biden, Roth, Javits, Moynihan, Nelson 
and Proxmire. Senator Moynihan of N. Y. was a welcome 
addition to the list and should be thanked by New 
Yorkers. Both Pennsylvania Senators--Richard Schwei­
ker and John Heinz--were conspicuously absent as co­
sponsors. Pa. voters should be sure to register their 
concern to both Schweiker and Heinz by writing the 
U. S. Senate, Washington, D. C. 20510. 

On the House side of the Hill there were 19 co­
sponsors with four N. J, sponsors--Fenwick, Meyner, 
Forsythe and Maguire--and three Pa. sponsors--Edgar, 
Ertel and Kostmayer. McDa.de still refuses to support 
de-authorization, although this year he is not using 
the excuse of 209 to justify his position. No doubt 
McDa.de's position has had an important influence on 
preventing the Pa. Senators from joining the band­
wagon. 

Absolutely everybody in McDa.de's district should 
vigorously protest the Congressman's persistent re­
fusal to listen to the wishes of bis constituents and 
support de-authorization. Address: U. S. House of 
Representa~ives, Washington, D. C. 21515. 

Suggestion: Next year i s again election year for 
Congresspersons. Get ready to set up a Stop Tocks Now 
Chapter in your Congressional district so that we can 
build up enough support no matter 'l'fho is Nevr Jersey 
governor. Please notify the DV'CA if you would be 
vlilling to participate in a Stop Tocks campaign in 
your district. 

WHATS IN A GLASS OF WATER? 

The House Majority leader, James Wright of Texas, 
is a vigorous supporter of water resource projects, 
now under sustained attack by environmentalists and 
Presid..ent Carter. Back in April, in a successful at-

tempt to defeat an amendment to delete $100 million 
from the 1978 funding for dams and canals, Wright's 
legendary eloquence soared to new heights. 

Wright : "Mr·. Chairman, there is exactly the same 
amount of water in the world that there vras in the be­
ginning--no more, and no less. Science tells us that 
this glass of water (here Wright held up a glass of 

water from the rostrum) contains some tiny molecules 
that fell in the flood of Noah, some that parted in 
the Red Sea, some that floated fishing craft on the 
Sea of , Galilee, and some that washed blood o"ff the 
beaches of Normandy in World War II." Wright went on 
to discuss the "marvelous process" whereby the "fixed 
supply" of water will "refresh the parched and thirsty 
Earth"--if man builds more dams and reservoirs. 

Congressman Emery of California Tetorted: "The 
difference, of course, between a glass of water on the 
rostrum and a dam or water project is the fact that a 
glass of water does not cost $100 million. 11 

Other remarks by the Majority Leader were equally 
flamboyant and inaccurate, as well. 

Wright : "We have spent $7 billion on flood con­
trol. Some 235 projects already have saved us $53 
billion in calculable damages that otherwise would 
have been inflicted upon the American people. They 
have paid for themselves seven times over. 

Comment: There bas been a steady increase in 
"flood damages throughout the country. The President 1 s 
Task Force on Federal Flood Control policy has stated 
that the increase is, in large measure, due to con­
struction of structural flood control projects which 
have unwisely encouraged development on flood plains 
and increased potential for loss of lives and proper­
ty. The failure of the federal flood control program 
is attested to by the fact that federal disaster re­
lief, mostly for floods, has risen from $52 million in 
195;3 to $2.5 billion in 1973. The fede:rg.1..t~ay~- ­
pa.ying twice for flood control programs: once for the 
structural solution and secondly for damages indirect-
~ resUl.ting from those so1u:t;ions. 

Wright: 11 Vle have expended some $8 billion on ir­
rigation projects to make the deserts bloom, to bring 
food-stUffs out of the dry and unremitting Earth. 11 

CoDDnent: An alarming amount of this money has 
been spent to subsidize rich landowners and agri­
business corporations at the expense of the small, 
"family" farmer. .Among the projects which President 
Carter wished to eliminate from the budget were many 
such subsidies: The Fruitland Mesa project in west­
ern Colorado would represent a federal investment of 
$1,200,000 for each of 69 farms; half of the benefits 
of the $107 million Cache River project will go to 10% 
of the lando1mers; 220,000 acres, most of 'Which is in 
pastureland and wheat crops, would be condemned by the 
Garrison Diversion project in order to irrigate an 
acreage only slightly larger--250,000 acres. 
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The California Lesson 

The 18-month drought in California is forcing 
citizens of that state to re-evaluate water supply 
systems and introduce water conservation measures. It 
is becoming clear not only to California residents, but 
to citizens throughout the country, that a rational, 
conservation-minded approach to water must be devel­
oped !!Q!!, to prevent unwise and unnecessary reservoir 
construction in the future. Several publications from 
Calii'ornia are highly recODUJ1ended for reading by citi­
zens opposing destructive and costly dam and canal 
projects elsewhere in the country. 

North Marin's Little Compendium of Water Saving 
Ideas, $7.50 from John Nelson, North Marin County 
Water District, P. o. Box 146, Novato, California, 
94947. This 273-page eompendium is not "little. 11 It 
is brimming with usef'uJ. suggestions on hoiv to save 
water. It has an invaluable list of manu:t'acturers of 

_. wat.m:- .s.atjng devices~.-- - · '"'"" "-~- ~ ' 
retro-fittings to reduce flow from 6 gallons per min­
ute to 3 gallons per minute (not only does this save 
water, but also bot water and energy) 1 to low flush 
toilets, to drip irrigation devices is covered. 

Water saving strategy emphasized is, primarily, 
for domestic use and focusses on retro-fitting exist­
ing houses, developing new plumbing codes, water pric­
ing reform, lawn and garden irrigation techniques. 
(Simple measures like not cutting lawn grass shorter 
than 1!11 substantially reduces lawn water needs.) 
Some good water conservation plumbing codes already 
in effect elsewhere in the country, as in Fairfax 
County, Virginia, are provided as models for citizens 
who miglrt want to lobby for passage of similar codes 
in their own communities. M:>st of the strategies pre­
sented are applicable anywhere in the country. 

The legislation would add to the Upper ~la.ware, 
long under consideration for Scenic River status, that 
32 mile segment of the Delaware River threatened by 
the Tocks Island Dam. The bill would prevent future 
construction of the Tocks Island Dam. Kostmayer's 
bill, like the Fenwick-Meyner bill to de-authorize the 
Tocks Island Dam, would preserve the river for future 
generations. 

The advantage of the Kostmayer bill is that it 
docs not have to go through the hostile, non-coopera­
tive subcollllllittee on 11ater resources, which for two 
years running has peremptily refused to give de­
authorization a hearing. H. R. 6403 would be handled 
by the more s;ympathetic committee on interior and in­
sular affairs. Co-sponsors of the bill are listed in 
the box. Please write your Congressperson and ask him 
to co-sponsor H. R. 6403. 

H. R. 6403 - To designate the Delaware River from 
Hancock, New York, to Delaware Water Gap as Wild and 
Scenic River .::..i:i:!tr_o_duced by Kof!_tmayer, Pigj;er H. <Ea~).. 
April 20, 1977. Co-§wnsors: Meyner, Helens. (N.J.) 
Ertel, Allen E. (Pa.); Beilenson, .Anthony C. (Calif.); 
Simon, Paul (Ill.); Stark, Fortney H. (Calif.); 
Burton, Phillip (Calif.); 1ftcCloskey, Paul N., Jr. 
(Calif.); Holtzman, Elizabeth (N.Y.); Krebs, John 
(Calif.); Fraser, Donald M. (Minn.); Murphy, Austin J. 
(Pa.); Seiberling, John F. (Ohio); ottinger, Richard 
L. (N.Y.); Edgar, Robert VI. (Pa.); .Badillo, Herman 
(N.Y.); Waxman, Henry A. (Calif.); Weiss, Theodore s. 
(N.Y.); Luken, Thomas A.(Ohio); Bingham, Jonathan B. 
(N.Y.); Fem'lick, Millicent (N.J.) 

Byrne vs. Bateman 
It is extremely important for New Jersey voters 

to contact the New Jersey Gubernatorial candidates, 
Water Conservation in California, Bulletin No.198 Brendon Byrne and Raymond .Bateman, and request them to 

available without chlil'ge from State of California, support de-authorization of the Tocµi Island Dam now. 
Department of Water Resources, P. o. Box 388, Sacra- Brendan Byrne's position on Tocks has been widely mis­
mento, California 95802. .Although much of this book understood. .Although the governor took a position 
is pertinent only to California, it has extremely against construction of the dam in 1975, Byrne also 
valuable description of the water management policy of took a contradictory position against de-authorization 
the Department of Water Resources. This policy \nth in 1976. Byrne's opposition to de-authorization was, 
its emphasis on utilization of already developed water in large measure, responsible for defeat in 1976 of 
resources b':'f?re construction of new sources 1 and Senator case's and Congresswoman Fenvn.ck 1 s bill to 
focus on pr1e±ni~re:l:o:t'!ll--S:i:lo1:23:Cl:--serve-.:ts--e:--morde3:-:f'Ol~-...,,...-i-...,,.c- dllm-. - - ··· --- -------- •· 
water resource departments all over the country. 

The bulletin has excellent charts on potential 
interior residential water and energy savings for 
various fixtures and appliances, as well as charts on 
disadvantages and advantages of different pricing 
systems, It also cites a number of water agencies 
with effective conservation campaigns, and has data, 
but not enough, on industrial water conservation. 

New De-Authorization Angle 

Congressman Peter Kostmayer (Pa.) has introduced 
a bill (H.R. 6403) to make the Delaware River from 
Hancock, New York, to just south of the Delaware Water 
Gap part of the National Wild and Scenic Rive;\'s Sy­
stem. 

Raymond Bateman, 1n ansvrer to a New Jersey Public 
Interest Group question on Tocks, ducked the issue of 
whether he would or would not support de-authoriza­
tion. .Bateman did, however, state he questioned the 
wisdom of having the entire area as a federal park and 
strongly supported the rights of property owners. 

The argument being used by most New Jersey poli­
ticians, anxious to avoid a committment on Tocks, is 
that the dam should not be de-authorized for THREE 
YEARS--the time it will take to complete a water man­
agement plan for the state. Let the candidates knovt 
that you feel that the Tocks Dam has been studied ad 
nauseum. Any further delay is going to wreak finan­
cial hardship on the Tocks region, and alternatives .to 
Tocks can only be implemented when the dam is dead 
once and for all. Let the candidates know that any 
further stalling on this issue is unacceptable to New 
Jersey voters. 

Write the candidates at the following addresses: 
Honorable Brendan Byrne, The State House, Trenton, 
N. J., and Raymond Bateman, Plaza 2 Office Building, 
197 Highway 18, East Brimswick, N. J. 08816. 



RESEARCHERS NEEDED 

The Delaware Valley Conservation Association 
needs volunteer researchers to help viith ongoing pro­
jects on land acquisition abuses, on water conserva­
tion strategies, and non-nuclear energy development. 
If you are interested, please send us a letter descri­
bing your background, special skills, time availabili-

s ty, and access to research materials. Students look­
ing for term paper topics might find one of the DVCA 1 s 
research projects would fit in with a class project. 
Faculty looking for interesting class assignments are 
also urged to contact us. 

JOIN THE DVCA 

We Cannot Win Without You 

new! 
Whale Design 

" PfePt~e rie>fe -
p"'ice 111Cre~ses 
.fj Joo c.f ./e..- Au3 J sf 

T-SHIRT BONUS 
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Congressional Scorecard 

The League of Conservation Voters has just re­
leased its annual analysis of "How Congress Voted on 
Critical Environmental Issues." In the New Jersey­
Pennsylvania delegation, scores varied tremendously, 

Out of a possible score of 100, based on 23 key 
votes, in New Jersey,Congressman Forsythe came in low­
est in the state with a 39, while Maguire scored high­
est at 100, other low scores were racked up by Hughes 
(61), and Roe (65). 

Of interest to dam fighters, Hughes and Forsythe 
opposed deletion of funds for the disastrous Garrison 
Diversion project in North Dakota; nuclear power oppo­
nents should note that Florio, Hughes, Howard, Thomp­
son, Roe, Patten all voted to permit initiation of 
construction on the Clinch River Breeder Reactor be­
fore the Nuclear Regulatory Commission had decided 
whether the facility would be safe or not; highwai 
critics should be aware that Hughes Howard Roe 
Rodino, Minish, Rinaldo and Patten all ~oted to ~ppos~ 
the placing of a spending ceiling on highway construc­
tion. Forsythe was the only member of the delegation 
to support continued mining in Death Valley National 
Monument after a four year moratorium! 

In Pennsylvania, appallingly low scores were re­
gistered by Schneebeli (6), Eshelman (12), .Johnson 
(13), Shuster (13), Schulze (15). (Both Scbneebeli and 
Johnson were not re-elected.) Highest score in the 
state was Edgar with an 89. Given the large size of 
the Pa. delegation, space prevents us from detailing 
votes specifically. But voters are urged to contact 
the League of Conservation Voters at 317 PeIIIlSYlvania 
Ave., S.E., Washington, D. c. 20003 for a copy of the 
chart, or send $1.00 to the rNCA and we will give yau 
your Congressman's record. 

In the Tocks region, Helen Meyn.er and Benjamin 
Gillilan came in with a good score of 87 and 84, respec­
tive~, and .Joseph l!cDade tallied a fair 6J, Meyner 
opposed a limitation on highway spending, opposed an 
amendment which would have prevented the SST from 
landing in the U .S ., and supported a drastic reduction 
in federal reguiation or dredging of wetlands. McDaile 
opposed deletion of funds for the destructive Garrison 
DiJ.rersion project, supported massive subsidies to 

-----· - --- -·. ---- -- . _____ -aJ.lm1--p1?i:v.ate in~~o hhe lll'ani'!l!lleil=- -

~to new· or re-newing members, a wildlife con­
sciousness T-shirt, designed by David Klein of Con­
scious Decision of New York, We are offering a soar­
ing condor or a flock of geese (see illustration 
above), with a choice of a sky blue or yellow back­
ground. Of excellent quality, 100% cotton.r machine 
washable, hand stenciled and signed, these T-shirts 
regular~ sell for $7.50. By special arrangement, 
when ordered through the INCA, your T-shirt will cost 
$5.00 plus 75 cents for handling and postag~. Buy 
several for friends and relatives. An unusual and 
pleasing girt. 

If I wish an additional T-shirt to my free T-shirt, I 
understand that the cost is $5.00 plus 75 cents J2.5l!'.. 

shirt for handling and postage. Or if I wish to buy a 
T-shirt without becoming a member in the INCA,I under­
stand this same price applies. All New Jersey resi­
dents add sales tax. I also understand that no orders 
will be filled unless accompanied by a check or money 
order and that no exchanges can be made. 

con4.n.,.;,d pa,,e .If. · 
----- ........ .-::.. -- .._. ..... - - _. 'llC:llS;I - ... 

Yes, I want to become a member of the INCA. 
Please send me my free Vlilll.life Consciousness T-shirt. 
I am enclosing ten dollars ($10.00) payable to the 
Delaware Valley Conservation Association. 

Name .............................................. " •••• 

Address •••••••.••••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• "' ...... 

City ••••••••••••••••••••• state .......... Zip ••.•.••••.• 

I am specifying below \Vhich color (blue or yellow) and 
in what size (Adult: sml, med, lg, x-lg; and Children: 
sm, med, lg). I would like 

Quantity Color Size 
LV~c.le_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Condo..-_________________ _ 

Geese~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

+- (ALL ORDERS PLEASE N01$ CONDITIONS) -- _........, _....,. - ____ _..,. _ _.. ____ _.. 
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AN OT HE R D RB C ST U DY ! 

It may seem hard to believe but the Delaware 
River Basin CoJIUilission is once again studying the 
Tocks Island Dam, saline intrusion of the Delaware Bay 
and water supply problems for the basin in a $1. 5 
million study. The study is funded by a federal grant 
under section 209 of the Federal Water Pollution Con­
trol Act Amendments of 1972, and by local sources and 
the DRBC. The study will provide the basis for up­
dating the Commission's Comprehensive Plan for the 
basin, prepare an environmental impact statement for 
the recommended programs, examine water and related 
land resource management plans. The study which will 
be finished in April, 1979, will have a cri"r.ically im­
portant role in determining hovr many and what reser­
voirs will be built where in the basin. 

Considering the Commission's heavy biases towards 
the interests of power companies and industry and pre­
viously poor record in developing flexible, non-struc­
tural alternatives to reservoir development, citizens 
hav~ a lot to wo~ry- a'bffii-o. -Bread;?" the old-biases are 
creeping into the study plan: The DR.BC is allocating 
$116,000 to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers for its 
part of the study, while the U. S. Environmental Pro­
tection Agency must get by with a paltry $4,0001 

The federal agencies contribution to the water 
supply issue are limited oo discussion of depletive 
\vater demands for electric power generation and high­
flow skimming of the Delaware River. 111ater conserva­
tion strategies will be handled by the DRBC Staff. 
Since the DRBC budget is in part supported by sale of 
water from newly constructed reservoirs in the basin, 
DR.BC staff can bardly be expected to emphasize water 
conservation as a desirable strategy. 

Furthermore, although public in-put is a key part 
of 209 planning, DRBC is up to its usual tricks. Ori­
ginally, there was to be a public hearing on the Plan 
of Study for June 15. Now that hearing has been eli­
minated and the plan of study approved without a 
public hearing. Furthermore, at this time no public 
hearings are scheduled for the study, though public 
meetings will be held. 

We recommend that all citizens concerned by fu­
ture reservoir construction in the basin 1) get on the 
DRBC mailing list so you vli.11 be informed of key dates 

in the study process: write David Longmaid, DR.BC, 
P.O. Box 7360, West Trenton, N.J. 18628; 2) appoint 
a member of your group to watchdog the study; 3) pro­
test the lack of public hearings oo Guy Maxtin, Assis. 
Sec. for Iand and Water, Dept. of Interior,Washington, 
D, C, 20240. 

$·1 M I L L I 0 N FO R 2 0 9 ? 

Despite enormous local opposition to the con­
struction of 209 through a particularly scenic and 
wild section of the Poconos, the House Appropriations 
SubcoJIUilittee voted in closed session on J1!ay 2 to allo­
cate $1 million for the high'lmy relocation. Sessions 
of the supcommittee are now supposed to be open. 

There was no reason for this one to be closed un­
less Congressman McDa.de wanted to push for the highway 
construction, privately, while publicly telling his 
constituents he is opposed to the ~50 million highway. 
It is absolutely essential to get the 209 funds out of 
next year's 1979 budget; please write President Carter 
today and ask him not to include ANY funds for the re­
location of 209 in the 1979 budget, The budge I; will 
be prepared this fall. Write the President, c/o 
Hamilton Jordan, The White House, V/ashington, D. c. 

Co"':ir-ess10.,ci( Scov-ec:.o..rd - COV1.J-,.,1Aed f°r-Dwi p. 3 

ricbment ~recess (hitherto a secret process controllea 
by the government), and supported postponing, until 
1982, automobile emission standards. Gilman voted 
against expansion of the Indian Dllnes National Lake­
shore and against a ceiling on highway spending. 

Next year is a Congressional election year! 
Please v.rrite your Congressperson and let him know if 
you are concerned about his voting record on these 
(and other) environmental issues. It is extremely im­
portant for your. Congressperson to know that you are 
watching his voting record and will take it into 
account next election. Addresses for Congresspersons: 
The Honorable , U. s. House of Representa­
tives, Washington, D. C. 20515. 

-- -- - - --------~---------

DELAWARE VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 
BOX 159 STILLWATER NEW JERSEY 0787S 

(201) 581-2225 

A/J0te£55 WR. reecT l ON 

U.S. POsrAGE 
PAID 

MILFORD PA. 
PERMIT NO. 24 
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WRITE YOUR SENATORS, URGE THEM TO 
SUPPORT SCENIC RIVER STATUS FOR BOTH 
UPPER AND MIDDLE SECTIONS OF DELAWARE 

in addition 
PEOPLE IN N.J,, N.Y., PA., & DEL. 
WRITE YOUR GOVERNOR. URGE HIM 
TO SUPPORT SCENIC RIVER STATUS. 

Scenic River designation would not de­
authorize Tocks,but would bar any impoundment 
that would affect the protected segment or the 
river. Pro-dam forces have argued' that use or 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to halt dam 

Changes In The DVCA 

- , ------e-ons-t;-r11-ctton-1:s- a mi-si:r:re-of' the Act r- Yet the 
Act specifically states that "the established 
national policy of dam and other construc­
tions at appropriate section of the rivers or 
the U.S. needs to be complemented by a policy 
that would preserve other selected rivers, or 
sections thereof, in their free flowing cond.1.­
tion ••• The purpose of the Act is to implement 
that policy." 

Well it's been quite a while since we've 
gotten out a newsletter. I think you'll un­
derstand how busy we have been when you read 
further. But first, we'd like to note some 
changes within the DVCA. Mina Haefele, who 
served as President since 1973 1 uas succeeded 
in that office on Dec.11,19?7, by Barry Allen. 
Mina's very life was the Delaware River for 
five years. She was a leader in the fight to 
stop Tocks and helped gain widespread recog­
nition for the Delaware. Mina has stayed on 
as a member of the Board of Directors. Two 
other Board Members,Sid Marshall and Jane Eg­
bert,are moving to Maine in August. Both of 
them will be sorely missed by the DVCA and 
all friends of the Delaware. Sid was a char­
ter member of the DVCA when it was founded in 
1966. 

SCENIC RIVER STATUS 

Arter being thwarted for three years in 
efforts to de-authorize the Tocks Island Dam, 
those interested in saving the last major un­
polluted and free flowing river in the north­
east u. s. initiated a new approach. Peter 
Kostmayer (D-Pa.) introduced legislation in 
the House of Representatives to add the Mid­
dle Delaware(from Port Jervis to Delaware Wa­
ter Gap)to the nation's system of Wild and 
Scenio Rivers. In the Senate, Clifford Case 
(R-NJ) has introduced identical legislation. 
The virtue of this approach is that Wild and 
Scenic River Legislation is routed through 
the Interior Committees,w!'mh are more respon­
sive to environmental protection. De-author­
ization legislation died each year in dam 
builder's heaven,the Public Works Sub-commit­
tees. 

As is the case with many other laws de­
signed to protect the environment, the Wild & 
Scenio Rivers Aot is attacked when it succeeds, 
or promises to succeed, in carrying out con­
gressional mandate. 

THE HOUSE ACTS 

Peter Kostmayer, Philip Burton, Helen 
Meyner, and other Congressional supporters of 
the free flowing Delaware were not put-off by 
these anti-river arguemanta, The bill moved 
through sub-committee hearings on Nov.11,197?. 
through the full committee on May10,197B. and 
finally to the House Floor as part of the Omni­
bus Parks Bill on July10,1978. For the first 
time, a stop-Tocks measure reached the floor 
of Congress. It wa.s actually the first time 
a stop-Tocks measure got out of sub-committee, 
despite the overwhelming public opposition to 
this environmenta1 disaster! 

The floor debate was a lively one. *1th 
Peter Kostmayer courgeously taking on Frank 
Thompson (D-NJ), a long time Tocks proponent 
and Chairman of the House Administration Com­
mittee, who introduced an amendment to delete 
the Middle Delaware from the bill. When the 
smoke cleared, the vote was an amazing 110 -
275! The Middle Delaware stayed in the bill! 
The following Congressmen spoke for the Dela­
ware and deserve your thanks and support1 

Pater Kostim.yer (D.::.NJ), Helen Meyner (D.::.NJ), 
Millicent Fenwick(R-NJ), Philip Burton(D-Ca), 
Joseph McDade(R-Pa}~ Bob Edgar(D-Pa),Ben Gil­
man(R-NY), Andy Maguire(D-NJ), Tom Evans (R­
Del). 

Speaking against the River, and worthy of your 
uncensored ire were1 

Frank Thompson (D-NJ), Joshua Eilberg (D-Pa), 
Raymond Lederer(D-Pa), John Dent(D-Pa),Edward 
Patten(D-NJ). 
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HIGHLIGTS OF HOUSE DEBATE 

Thompson a "This approach to deauthorize through 
this back-door process is unconscionable." 

Kostma{er1 "I am not interested in procedural 
gymnas !cs. I am interested in the waste of 
the taxpayers' money and in the assault on the 
river ..• " 

Kostmayer1 "(It) is possible to study any is­
sue, including this one ad infinitum. Sooner 
or later, however, the studies must stop, and 
we must make a decision ••• Let us make a deci­
sion on it here today." 

~1"We must retain what little natural 
oeau.tY is lett in N.J •••• We must not consign 
our heritage to the bottom of a putrid lake." 

Meynerawcertainly the last thing we need is 
another hearing, another meeting, another re­
port on the Tocks Island ram. There has been 
more ink spilled over this issue than would 
till any lake created by the dam," 

McDade1 "What we are trying to do today with 
~ill, is to bring some symmetry to what 
has been a death struggle for an awful lot of 
people for almost 20 years." 

Penwick1 "I think the moment has come when we 
have to leave that river alone." 

Evans 1 "If this (Thompson amendment) is passed 
we wlll be shoving a billion dollar boondoggle 
down the throats or the affected states and 
the American taxpayer." 

Ed5ar1"(This proposal) will save a lot of ag­
gravation, time, and commitment to a project 
which should have been de-authorized several 
yea.rs ago." 

Gilmap1"This legislation is needed to end the 
uncertainty over the status of this stretch 
or the river." 

MagUire1".Aiiy intelligent combination of struc­
tural and non-structural alternatives toTocks 
Island Dam would provide many more jobs." 

Patten1 •A:ny study I have ever seen indicates 
tli!ii-project is self liquidating." - we wish 
it were true I!! 

Burton1•Th1s 1 a solution that not on].y is de­
sirable from an environmental point of view, 
•• ,but will result in the reduction or poten­
tial outlays of roughly $500 million." 

Lederer1 "Thank the Almighty the salinity range 
stopped where it did because if it had not, 
the Campbell Soup Co. in Camden, N.J, 1 would 
not have had to put any salt in its soup." 

Lederer1 " I have been very active in environ­
mental affairs, and I have held every posi­
tion the Boy Scouts of America offer." -what 
an environmentalist!!! 

TWO DAYS LATER THE HOUSE APPROVED THE FULL 
BILL BY A VOTE OF 341-61. 

THE SENATE PONDERS 

The Senate sub-committee on Nation.al 
Parks and Recreation heard testimony on the 
Case Bill on May 5, 1978. At that hearing 
the Carter Administration formally endorsed 
both Scenic River status for the Delaware 
and de-authorization of Tocks. Senator Mo~ 
nihan (D-NY) testified he would support Sce­
nic River Status for the Delaware provided 
it does not conflict with the Upper Section. 
(The two sections are, in fact, separated by 
a 6 mile non-designated stretch.) In addition 
Senators B1.den (D-Del),Proxmire(D-Wis) and Ril> 
icoff (D-Conn) have signed on as co-sponsors of 
the Case bill. Committee staff had said that 
the Senate was waiting to see the outcome of 
the Heuse debate on the Delaware before act­
ing. ~y,the 27~~ng ~he Thompson 
amendment took will not be lost on the Sena­
tors. However, Thompson has stated in the 
press, "You may get the bill through the 
House, but we'll stop it in the Senate." 

The DVCA urges all those anxious to pro­
tect the Delaware to contact your Senator, 
urging him to support Scenic River status for 
the Delaware. Those Senators from the Dela­
ware River Ba.sin states are crucial. The key 
figure ls Sen. Har~1son Williams of New Jer­
sey. He has stated that if Scenio River sta­
tus did not de-authorize Tocks, he would not 
oppose it. The Interior Dept. has supplied 
him with legal opinion to this effect. All 
New Jersey readers should press Williams to 
carry out his pledge. 

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR SENATORS, URGING BOTH 
SPEEDY ACTION AND SUPPORT FOR THE CASE BILL. 

Yet Another DRBC Hearing 

Unab1 .... to reach a "conaens11s~ 
River designation for the Delaware,the Dela­
ware River Basin Commission called a public 
hear~ng ror Ju1y lJ, 1978. Ir the DRBC was 
truly looking for publicsupi:ort upon which to 
make their decision, they certainly should 
have no problem now! At a packed hall in Port 
Jervis, proponents of the Scenic River status 
outnumbered dam supporters by over 6 to 1. 
Most anti-Tocks groups felt the hearing was a 
ploy to cloud the issue and keep Tooks alive • 

The DVCA provided the highpoint of the 
hearing when Board members placed a coffin at 
the feet of the Commission members amid a 
near-standing ovation. The coffin, marked 
"Tocks Island-RIP", represents "our desire to 
give Tocks a death with dignity,"Ba.rry Allen, 
DVCA President, told the Commission. We have 
felt for a long time that the Tocks project 
has been kept alive by the never ending stu­
dies and lobbying of the DRBC. 

If you live in the Delaware River Ba.sin, 
write your governor urging him to support Sce­
nic River status for the Middle Delaware! 
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Sun Day Bike Tour 

The DVCA celebrated SUN DAY w1th a bicycle 
tour and rally on April JO. over one hundred 
bicyclists peddled up the river road in New 
Jersey escorted by the National Park Service. 
Bicyclists of all ages rode bicycles of all 
descriptions. There were numerous ten speeds, 
trusty coasters and even two tandems (includ­
ing one with a cart attached). The object of 
the event was to highlight the potential for 
low energy recreation in the DWGNRA. 

The rally featured. Appalachian Mountain 
music by Lowe .Arkwright and the Backdoor Oil­
ers. In addition, the DVCA's own resident en­
gineer, Sid Marshall, showed the Army Corps 
a thing or two with a working scale model of 
a solar powered trolley. 

WE CAN USE YOUR HELP I ! 
THE DVCA IS SEEKING ACTIVE MEMBERS 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE 
FIGHT TO SAVE THE DELAWARE 

PLEASE CALL (201) 581-2283, 

Delaware River Photographs 

3 

Oll October 12, 1977 at the peak of the 
fall colors Bob Humbert, professional photo­
grapher and vice-president of the DVCA,flew 
over the Delaware in a small plane. The 't'esul.t 
was the most magnificent and stunning photo­
graphs of the Delaware we have ever seen, 
These photographs have since been introduced 
by the DVCA in testimony to the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. Helen Me:;ner 
also showed these photographs on the floor of 
the House ot Representatives during the debate 
on Scenic River status. We feel that all the 
testimony of the past sixteen years cannot 
convey the beauty of the river as can a 
single glance at any of these views of the 
Delaware. 

JOIN THE DVCA 

The DVCA is offering a set ot five 16~ 
20"photographs to friends of the Delaware tor 
$60. They can also be purchased separately 
for 115 each. A complete set will be sent 
free to all Life Membershiis of $100. sit­
port1ng MembershIPS of $23 wl 1 receive e 
photo of their chOloe FREE. The prints are 
DePue Is. , Walpack Bend, Vancampen Inn Area, 
Eschbaoh's Farm, Mashipicong Is. Please Use 
Order Form Below. For single orders or Sup­
orting Membership ($25) please specify which 
print you would like. 

[]Enclosed 1B $10 DVCA membership fee. 

CIPlease send the following print(s) at $15 
each·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

[]p1ease send a set of pr1nts(5) at $60 a set. 

[Jr would like a Supporting Membership at $25 
annual fee.Please send my FREE print~. 

Cir would like a Life Membership at $100. 
Plea~e send my PREE set of prints. 

Name • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• e • • • • • • 

Address •• .•••••••••••••••• , •••••••••.•••• • • • • 

City •••••••••••••••• state ••••••••• Z1p •••••••• 
Enclosed find my check payable to the DVCA in 
the amount of • 
Delaware valley Conservation Association 
P.O. Box 159, Stillwater, N,J, 07875, 
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SHAPP SUES FEDS 

Lame Duck Governor Milton Shapp of penn­
sylvania along with the C1ty of Philadelphia. 
has filed a suit against Jimmy Carter, Cecil 
Andrus and other federal officials. The ob­
jectives of the suit are to1 l)prevent the 
Dept.of the Interior from 1mplement1ng Middle 
Delaware Wild & Scenic River legislation 111tn. 
approved by the DRBC; 2)compel the Dept, of 
the Interior to follow the full study and re­
port proceduredure of the W1ld & Scenic Rivers 
Act in cooperation with the DBBC; and ))com­
pel the Dept. of the Interior to file an En­
vironmental Impact Statement as required by 
the National Environmental Policy Act, 

In our opinion and in the opinion of le­
gal counsel, none of these arguments contain 
any legal merit. Making Scenic River status 
contingent upon DBBC approval would be both 
improper and unconstitutional. Enactments of 
Congress are not subject tonecessary approval 
by the DBBC. The DBBC was created by, and is 
totally subservient to Congress. Gov. Shapp 
is trying to reverse the chain of colllJllRnd. 

The request for more studies of the Del­
aware is as ridiculous as it is typical of 
the delaying tactics of dam supporters. The 
Delaware is probably the moat studied river 
in the entire United States. It is not only 
eoonomio sense that invalidates the need tor 
further study, however. The Wild & Scenic 
Rivers Act clearly states that the study re­
view procedure 1s only one procedure under the 
Act. Congress can designate soenic rivers w.tt:h­
out following this particular procedure, as 
with the designation of the Snake River with­
in the Hells canyon National Recreation Area 

-- - ---- -------- - -------

in Idaho and Oregon. As a matter of fact, no 
rivers have ever been throUgh the entire re­
commended procedure and added to the system, 
usual1y because the agencies and/or the Of­
fice of Mamagement and Budget have dallied 
long beyond the l1m1ts of Congressional pa­
tience. The Dept. of the Interior has already 
studied the Delaware enough to recomm:end its 
inclusion, with strong support from the Pres­
ident. 

Shapp•s demand for the immediate filing 
of an EIS is obviously premature, since this 
proposal has been congressionally initiated, 
An EIS will be filed by the Dept. of the In­
terior before implementation of Scenic River 
status, In fact, an EIS on the National Re­
creation Area is now being prepared and would 
be revised to include a Scenic River. 

The DVCA feels that Gov. Shapp realizes 
the weakness of these arguments and that this 
su1t is the last act of a desparate politi­
cian. Furthermore, both candidates for Gov­
ernor of Pennsylvania, Richard Thornburgh and 
Peter Flaherty have called for Scenic River 
status for the Middle Delaware and for de­
author1zation of Tocks. Ea.ch has also pledged 
to withdraw this meaningless suit upon assum­
ing office. 

WRITE YOUli SENATOR TODAY ! ! ! 

The Hon. 

United states Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

.-------------- - ----------

DELAWARE· VALLEY CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

Box 159, Stillwater, New Jersey 07875 
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~ Master Plan and You 

0 Gentlemen, I'm embarrassed It has been brought to rny attention that, 
somewhere rn the remote Northwest, a free·flriwme nver still exlstsl" 

L 

.Sidney Harshall 
Lovejoy Pond Road 
Wayne. i"Iai ne 047 84 
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P<>sta.13 c. 

PAID 
Penn1t "'l 

St1 II wa.'\<'..1.j N. J. 
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Management Pl an 
Higl1lights 

* No provi.sions for ongoino; citizen innut. 

* One million dollars for a new road to Par": 
Service Headquarters. 

Ove:r half a 1'1lll1.on oollars 'f:or a new Viill­
b"rook "bypass." (197R price estil'latf>) 

* Bi~ht hundred fifty thousE-nd dollars for 
constructing ~ houses for Park Service, 

* Six 450-500 car parkin;> l.rits alonss the banks 
of the Dela•mre. 

* :-;o plans :for use and or occupancy of the 
historic structures of the l>'.inisink. 

~ Permanent closln~ of ten ~iles or the Old 
Mlne Road. 

* Clos i:np; of' ?.J oi' the J4 access roA.d s to th.,. 
DWG~lRA. 

* Visitation rates over 4 tiMes currf>tlt lev­
els. 

* No appreciation of cultural herita~e of our 
valley, 

* Inadequate provisions for continued ag,ri­
cultural use. 

* No provision for removing heavy truck traf­
fic from Route 209. 

* Overall reduction in lands bein~ farmed, 

* No appreciation that the Wild and Scenic 
River Act serve as the unifying principle 
of the NRA. 



· -More Reservoirs for the Basin? 
PART II DROUGHT WATCH 

It is now two years since the Congress of 
the United States sealed the fate of the Tocks 
Island Dam by placing the Middle Delaware in 
the nation's Wild and Scem.c River System, As 
early as August, 1975, however, it was becom­
ing clear that there would be no massive res­
ervoir on the Delaware. 

It's not surpirsing that the ongoing 
drought has brought the dam builders out of 
the woodwork. Nor is it surprising that a 
great deal (too much)of energy has been spent 
rehashing the Tocks Dam Project. It is not 
surprising because it was always the favorite 
of the power elite dominated by the "more is 
never enough" psychology. 

This is, despite three major independant 
studies{URS-Madigan Praeger, 1975; DRBC-Level 
B, 1979; State of New Jersey - Water Supply 
Master Plan, 1979) funded by the taxpayers 
that deem Tocks unnecessary at least until 
the year 2020. 

Living in the past is not healthy. The 
DVCA had a funeral for Tocks Island in 1978, 
hoping we could all then go on living in its 
absence. Yet, so many poloticians and plan­
ners continue to carry Tocks' pictures in 
their wallets and frequently convene in an 
effort to conjure up its departed spirit. 

These Tocks seances are a waste of their 
time and our tax dollars. Water Planners 
should get on with implementing environment­
ally sound and economically efficient pro­
jects to protect New Jersey, and the Basin 
from drought conditions. Special emphasis 
should be placed on efficient utilization of 
existing sources of supply. 

Toxic W ste Confab 
Many readers of this newsletter attended 

last sprinp;'s conference water & the Public 
Interest at Ramapo College. The conference 
was suonsored by the School of Environmental 
Studies at Ramapo College and organized by 
DVCA president, Barry Allen. 

In its continuing effort to focus on the 
crucial environmental problems of the region, 
the School of Envi,.onmental Studies will host 
a conference on The Social Dimensions of the 
Toxic waste Problem on April J and 4, 1981. 
This latest effort focuses on a problem that 
will undoubtedly be as important as energy 
and water in the 1980's, 

For additional information, readers 
should write Margaret Ottum, Conference co­
ordinator, at School of Environmental Studies 
Ramapo Collev,e of N,J., Mahwah, N.J, 07430,' 
or call her at (201) 825-2800. 

.At the present time, for example, New Jersey 
is allowed to divert 100 million gallons a 
day from the Delaware River via the Delaware 
and Raritan Canal. Yet, only 40 million to 45 
million gallons are being drawn per day be­
cause the needed dredging of the canal has 
gone undone for years. 

Perhaps more shocking is the fact -fllat the 
Round Valley and Spruce Run Reservoirs built 
in the mid-60 1 s are ·underutilized by at least 
80 million gallons per day. This is because 
insufficient pipelines exist to get that 
water to Northeast New Jersey. 

One final example of poor planning and 
management of our water resources is the lack 
of interconnections among the various purvey­
ors in the drought stricken part of the stat~ 
The Passaic Valley Water Commission complain­
ed last week that six million gallons a day 
were being allowed to flow to the sea because 
of the inability to transfer the water 
to the other suppliers. 

Just there, three inefficiencies, if cor­
rected, would increase water supplies by 141 
million gallons per day. This seems to be 
more than enough to end the water shortage in 
North New Jersey. At any rate, it is 41% more 
than the 100 million gallons a day maximum 
that New Jersey is allowed to tal>:e from the 
Delaware, TOCKS OR NO TOCKS! 

So we are not in trouble because of in­
sufficient storage capacity.r•re are in trouble 
because of insufficient planning and ineff ic­
ient use of our existing water supply sources, 
Before the state plans to spend more of tax­
payers' money on additional reservoirs, it 
should deliver to us the water we've already 
paid for. a 

~ lt\1l\ MEMBERSHIP 

SEND: 
$100- LIFE 

$ 30 - SUPPORTING 
$ 15 - ANNUAL 
$ 1 - Nevvsletters cost 

if you can't afford 
to join 
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SPEAK UP AMERICA 
We strongly urge you to participate in the 

review process for the General Management 
Plan. The schedule o:f public hearings is list­
ed below. I:f you cannot attend the hearings, 
you may submit written comments directly to 
the National Park Service (14J S. Third St, 
Phila., Penna. 19106.) Comments are due by 
Dec. 15. Copies of the General Management 
Plan are availible from the National Park 
Service. It is crucial that the public's 
views are aired NOW, before the National Park 
Service begins to implement this ill-conceived 
development plan, 

We did not fight so long and so hard 
against the Army Corps o:f Engineers only 
to have their bulldozers replaced by those cf 
the National Park Service, Together we can 
stop the National Park Service :from planning 
us into chaos. 

Date 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov, 
All 

Place 
17 East Stroudsburg, Pa. High School. 
18 Belvedere, NJ High School 
19 Halsted St. School, Newton, NJ 
20 Delaware Valley High School, Ifil.f'ord,PA 
21 JlJ Walnut St., Philadelphia,PA 
Hearings begin at 71JOp.m. 

General Management Plan 
Whether you're living inside or outside the 

boundaries of the Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area, the plans of the National 
Park Service will ai'fect you directly. 

If you live within the park boundaries and 
still own your home, you are truly an en­
dangered species.You should know that the NPS 
has stated publically that "eventually the 
Park Service will acquire an interest in all 
property within the boundaries of the DWGNRA.. 
This "interest" can range from a"scenic ease­
ment" or "restrictive covenant" to condemna -
tion proceedings.The NPS is presently follow­
ing procedures which greatly restrict the 
rights of landowners to modify or sell their 
property. Any prospective buyer of your pro­
perty will not qualify for any "rights of oc-· 
cupancy" whatsoever if the NPS decided(in its 
infinite wisdom) to take title. Nor will any 
prospective buyer {or yourself, for that mat­
ter) be allowed to sub-divide or build on 
your property under this po1icy. Ir the NPS 
is able to continue this policy, the value of 
your property will decline dramatically. 

If you reside outside the park boundaries, 
you should be aware of how easily NPS can 
make "minor boundary revisions." With the 
stroke of a pen, the NPS can determine the 
fate of hundreds of acres and hundreds of 
lives. This past year alone the NFS boundary 
revisions at DWGNRA totalled 1)89 acres. The 
NPS also requests from Congress each year the 
right to make major revisions in parks across 
the nation. 

I:f you are "leasing back" :from the National 
Park Service, you are all too aware of life 
within the "Park Service Family." For years 
you have had to fight to save your homes from 
Park Service bulldozers. We needn't tell you 
that it is the wish of the National Park Ser­
vice to totally de-populate the area within 
the boundaries of the DWGNRA. 

3 
The proposed developments associated with 

the recreation area will affect everyone in 
the region. The recently released management 
plan contains such items as 500 car parking 
lots at Milford Beach and Pahaquarry1 450 car 
parking lots at Sandyston, Eshback and Sandy 
Bend; 125 car parking lots at Walpack Center; 
160 car parking lots at Dingmans Ferry, and 
many other sites. All this, in an effort to 
attract 2.8 million people per year (approxi­
mately four times the present visitation 
rate). According to the NPS, "peak day visi­
tation os expected at about 44,000 people, 
generating aJ>ound 12 1 000 cars." At the same 
time, NPS plans to close 23 access raads to 
the area. This will create havoc in the sur­
rounding communities. Even the NPS admits 
that already "serious traffic problems exist 
on several access roads leading to the ~ecre­
ation area," and that, "on summer weekend 
days some road capacities may be exceeded by 
as much as 40%. The additional burdens on 
local-alid -or state police, fire and medical 
services resulting from this huge influx of 
people will be tE'emendous. The plans of the 
Fark Service would seriously degrade the 
natural resources and surrounding communities. 

WHAT OTHERS 
ARE SAYING 

The DVCA is far from being alone in its 
criticism of the WPS actions in the Minisink. 
Below is a sample of what others are saying, 
about the proposed General Management Plan. 

N.J Herald (Sept. 14, 1980) 1 "In words of 
one syllable, it plain stinks." 

Sussex Spectator (Sept. 17, 1980)t"The Na­
tional Park Service's proposed General Manage­
ment Plan for the Delaware Water Gap Na­
oional Recreation area is indescribably nause­
ating." 

Easton Express (Sept. 29 , 1980): "The pub­
lic does not have to accept what the NPS seems 
to have thrown together. It is hoped that the 
Park Service will be listening (to the publicl 
and will prepare the kind of document needed 
to assure that the DWGNRA will not turn into a 
Coney Island." 

Harold Lockwood, Chairman, Save the Dela­
ware Coalition1 The National Park Service has 
not done an adequate job in integrating the 
concept o:f a scenic river into the management 
plan. 

David Conrad, Assistant Director, American 
Rivers Conservation Council; "The National Park 
Service appears to have no appreciation for 
the scenic .l:-iver designation. The General ~·a­
nagement Plan is simply unacceptable and be­
neath even the NPS's normal standard. He are 
deeply disturbed by the release of the origi­
nal rejected draft management plan with noth­
ing but a window dressing to brin,e; it up to 
date. 
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Thanks 
I>IAT\TY THANKS TO THE SCHOOL OF ENVIRON­
MENTAL STUDIES AT RAMAPO COLLEGE FOR 
THE CONSTANT TECHNICAL AND MORAL SUP­
PORT IT HAS GIVEN TO THE DVCA. 

Lease Update 
As many of you already know, the NPS has 

revised its lease policy, This revision comes 
after months of effort on the part of the DVCA 
and its supporters to guarantee fair and e­
quitable treatment of valley residents (see 
DVCA News, Summer, 1980). 

Breifly, the new policy grants "renew­
able special use permits" to all residents 
that would have qualified for "lif'e estates" 
had their properties been purchased by the NPS 
and not the Corps of Engineers. In a recent 
telephone conversation, Regional ~irector 
James Coleman, assured the DVCA that renew­
able special use permits would be granted to 
all those "permanent residents that were in 
year round occupancy at the time of the trans­
fer of their properties from the Corps to the 
NPS," and that letters to this effect would 
go out shortly. 

While the DVCA applauds this action, the 
issue is far from resolved. The new policy 
still discriminates against seasonal residents 
in an arbitrary manner. The DVCA sees no 
reason why those seasonal structures that do 
not detract from the "scenic qualities" of the 
area need be removed. 

Park Service reasoning that "these struc­
tures interfere with public use and enjoyment 
of the area" can not withstand scrutiny. :•or 
has the NPS recognized that these residents 
are a potential asset in the management of 
the NRA. 

Furthermore, the NPS is using the Scenic, 
River designation as justification for remov­
ing area residents. Yet, the rl ver was desig­
nated "scenic" with reference to existing~~ 
ditions. To the extent that these structures 
are visible from the river, they ceratinly do 
not detract from its scenic qualities. 

In any event, the timetable for imple­
mentation of the General Management Plan 
stretches over a thirty-five year period. 
Does the NPS truly need to evict these (mostly 
elderly) residents in such haste? The DVCA 
sees no harm :in allowing all present residents 
to spend their remaining years living in 
harmony with the river as they have done for 
so many years. 

The DVCA will continue to work for a 
lease nolicy that protects all valley res­
idents. frorn arbitrary and capricious actions 
of their new landlords. 

In the meantime, NPS officials claim they 
are unaware of public dissatisfaction with 
the new tenant policy. If you are upset, be 
sure to write the Acting Regional Director 
James Coleman, NPS, 143 South Third Street, 
Phila., Penna. 19106 • 

Feds to get 
Route209? 

The Pennsylvania Senate has unanimously 
passed a bill that gives jurisdiction of that 
portion of Route 209 within the DWGNRA to the 
Federal Government.The action on September JO 
followed a similar unanimous vote in the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives earlier 
this year. Govenor Thornburgh signed the 
bill into law earlier this month. 

The State action comes four years after 
the furor created by the Army Corps of Engi­
neers' a plan to relocate the highway along 
the Pocono rim. The DVCA was the first group 
to oppose the plan which was eventually drop­
ped because of strong local opposition. The 
DVCA's position was "relocate the trucks, not 
the road." 

The NPS has stated that it too, favors a 
truck ban within the DWGNRA. In its addendum 
to the General Management Plan, however, the 
National Park Service stated "it appears un­
likely that U.S. 209 will be transferred to 
the National Park Service, and unlikely that 
truck traffic will be reduced." 

Having been caught somewhat off guard by 
the state's actions,the National Park Service 
is now moving quickly to request additional 
appropriations to begin formulating regula­
tions and later to set up enforcement of the 
:t-ruck ban. 

Yet, even now after the passage of the 
necessary legislation, a new hitch has devel­
oped, A spokesman for the governor has stated 
that before the transfer of Route 209 is ac­
complished t¥o conditions must be met1 

·1) the federal government must develop an 
alternate route that is satisfactory to 
area residents; and, 
2) the alternate route must be economic­
ally feasible for truck traffic. 

These new "conditions" that surfaced after 
the transfer proposal was signed into law has 
"surprised Pennsylvania legislators who foug;ht 
for the bill's passage. Rightly so, The con­
eitions appear to be both illegal and redun­
dant. 

It is doubtful that any valid interpreta­
tion of the Act would give the Governor or 
Penn Dot the power to unilaterally impose new 
conditions for the transfer to take place.~-

The conditions are also redundant because1 
l)area residents will still be able to use 
Route 209 (as long as they are not driv­
ing semi-tractor trailers); and, 
2) traffic surveys conducted in 197 5 by the 
DVCA showed that economically feasible al­
ternatives alread~ exist for 92% of all 
trucks currently using Route 209, 

There is, therefore, no reason for the 
state of Pennsylvania to drag its feet, The 
removal of heavy truck traffic from Route 209 
will benefit both the environment and the 
local communities, The DVCA will strongly 
support the NPS efforts to accomplish its 
promised truck ban. • 


