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City Manage, Kendall H Lee, rep•• nting Ihe City of 

Asbury Pa rk a t th e AII ·America Ci ties Conte. t. The 

Awards Jury , composed o f leading goyernmen ta l and 

civ ic e~perts from all pa rts of th nation , hea.d lesti· 

many from the twen ty· lwo finalist cit ies. Asbury Park 

w on 0 C~rti fico te of Honorobl _ M~ntion . 

"I iht<:nd to u e Asbury Park as my l'X:st (·xampk: of the: perfcc£ ion of rclalilln hip 
occween che city managc::r and l icy (Quncil . . , It c. n re::suic in an outswnding 
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YOUR 

KENDALL H. LEE 


Cit y M a na g er 


Your City Administration 

is now planning the following projects: 

New street name signs. 


New water well in park adjacent to Deal Lake. 


Development of Marine Grill site. 


New boardwalk construction. 


Construction of additional classrooms for elementary schools. 


Renovation of City Hall. 


Park improvements. 


Construction of middle income housing. 


Completion of second senior citizens housing project. 


Renovation of Public Library. 


Urban Renewal rebuilding and reconstruction program. 


Continued beachfront modernization. 


Adoption of five-year street repaving program. 
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ADMINISTRATION 


THOMAS F. SHEBELL 
Mayor 

" ....-I~( IT) 

JAMES M. COLEMAN , JR . 
Counci lman 

q?_~f~ CITY OF ASBURY PARK 

OFFICE Of' THE MAYORt~/1 .r1~";''Y 

T"o""'_ F S t4[.r:LL 
"'A VO " 

To the Citizens of Asbury Park: 

The members of City Counc il are proud to transmit t o 
you thiS annual report cover i ng the accomplishments of the 
City and the pr ogress made in Asbury Park during the past 
twelve months . 

I sincerely hope that you w1l1 give this report your 
full considerat1on and s ubmit to us your conunents and sug­
gestions . Your interest 1n community affairs has been most 
encouraging. 

As your re-elected representat i ves, we have been grat­
ified wi th the cooperation v.'h lch has been extended to us 
by individual citizens, commerc ial interests and c ivic or ­
ganizations. Asbury Park 1 s select i on as a runner up 1n 
the ly61 All America Cities Contest is an achievement of 
whi ch the entire commun ity can be proud . 

Let's continue to build for a better future in this un ­
precedented spir it of IITeam work for Pr ogress". 

Sincerely yours} 

A~~ 
Mayor 

TFS:LC 
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JOSEPH F. MATTICE 
Councilman 

FRANK H. ROWLAND 
Councilman 

HENRY J. VACCARO 
Councilma n 



BEACHFRONT 


The development of the beachfront is providing 

the C ity with the key to a more prosperous future . In 

the past year, the City's prognm of beach improvement 

has continued in high gear. Work on the new Fifth 

Avenue Bandstand-Pavilion has been completed, and 

plans have been made for a series of band concerts , art 

exhibits, and other cultural presentations to be held 

there. Convention Hall is the site of a number of year­

round programs of promotion and entertainment. 

As in past years, numerous physical improvements 

' have been made. New mercury-vapor lights installed 

over the boardwalk make it five times brighter than 

before. The Seventh Avenue Pool has been entirely 

renovated , and a new park area was created at Fifth 

Avenue. In addition , Council has been co nsidering 

tearing down the old Natato rium, and also has received 

lease -proposals for a City-owned motel on the beach­

front. 

The March 6th storm, which wreaked havoc along 

the Jersey coast, did over a million dollars worth of 

damage to the beachfront, but quick action by City 

officials has enabled a rapid recovery to be made. As 

shown in the photograph, the new boardwalk con­

struction, two feet higher and protected by w ooden 

bulkheading , resisted all attempts of the angry sea to 

tear it up, while adjoining sections were seriously 

damaged. As funds become available, the entire board­

walk will be rebuilt in this manner. The City has 

applied for $734,524 in federal aid to repair storm 

damage, plus $26,300 from the county and $131.500 

from the state to repair damaged jetties. 

The City's convention potential was given a big 

boost when local hotel and motel owners organized 

the Asbury Park Convention Bureau, and hired a direc­

tor to help bring conventions and trade shows to the 

City . And Mayor Shebell's dream of having a large 

housing facility built on the Marine Grill site moved 

closer to reality when several investors submitted 

construction proposals. 

Your City officials are now making plans for con­

tinued modernization of the beachfront. 
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DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 


Appointed by the Mayor, the Development Com­
mittee consists of a number of leading citizens who arc 
devoted to the civic , economic and cultural improve­
ment of Asbury Park. This committee has been instru­
mental in the rejuvenation of the beachfront, in the 
promotion of Asbury Park's resort and shopping 
facilities, and in working for many aesthetic and func­
tional improvements throughout the City 

At its Annual Awards Luncheon, the Committee 
gives public recognition to individuals who make sub­
stantial investments in the City. Governor Hughes and 
other state officials addressed this year's luncheon at the 
Marine Grill. 

In its efforts to facilitate the circulation of traffic 
to and through the City, the Committee has been en­
deavoring to have Route 33 widened , to have Asbury 
Avenue opened through Earle Depot, and to have a 
relief route for Main Street constructed. 

The Committee has also been considering the possi­
bility of having a monorail transportation system along 
the boardwalk, and has cooperated in the establishment 
of the Asbury Park Convention Bureau. It has continued 
its promotional activities, helping to plan for a historical 
pageant in 1964, the Columbus Day celebration, and 
other such even ts. Th is is a II done in close coopera tion 
with the mayor and council. 

Through the Development Com mit tee, and 
through the City's other citizen advisory boards, lead­

Its Worth 	 ing members of the community have been able to furn­
ish much of the imagination and initiative which have 
made Asbury Park a new city. 

1 Easter Egg Hunt 

2 Proposed Beachfront Motel 

3 New Boardwalk Section Proves 

4 Fifth Avenue Park Area 

~~~-~~1· ~""'___fMlJ'IIfi.~... 
............ 

Main West-East Hwy. to Jersey Shore and 

ASBURY PARK 
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Ha v ing undergone a complete reo rganization underPOLICE DEPARTMENT 
Director Charles Crammer, Civil Defense now has its 

control center in the Park Avenue Firehouse . 

1961 saw a decrease of 15 % in the number o f 

maj o r crimes committed in the City . This is in sharp 
contrast with the national trend, which shows that 
such crimes are on the increase. Continual study, plan­
ning, and training, plus expanded foot patrols and new 
equipment have greatly improved the efficiency of the 

departmen t. Superior officers have all taken specialized 
training courses, and the entire force has completed a 
qualifying pistol course. As a result of thi s high degree 
of readiness, officers were able to thwart the attempted 
holdup of a Cookman Avenue jewelry store and to save 
two hostages from harm. A new records room was 
established at headquarters , and the Juvenile Aid Bureau 
was moved to a new office in Lincoln Village . 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
In 1961 the Fire Department answered 3,116 fire, 

fir st -aid , and emergency calls. The 252 fires in the cit y 

were limited to $18 7 ,063 in damage. The men of the 
depa rtmen t have undergone (onstan t and in tensi ve 
training, and do practically all repair work on th eir 
apparatus and equipment, and maintain the fire houses 

themselves . As part of the Clean-up, Paint-up, 
Fix - up Campaign, 221 h o mes were inspected, resulting 
in the detection of a number of potential fire haza rds . 
In addition, routine inspections and spec ial night patrols 
have been made, and courses in first-aid have been given. 

CIVIL DEFENSE & DISASTER CONTROL 
Great progress has been made in the City's Civil 

Defense and Disaster Control agency. Within a yeal. 
m em bership has risen from seven to over a hundred . 

• On Patrol 

Equipment includes new radios, radiatio n-measur­
ing devices and other emergency equipment . The train­
ing program, now in high gear, includes courses in first­
aid and the use of radiation-detecting devices. Drills 

have been conducted frequently, and plans are now 
underway to establish a fallout shelter system. In addi­
tion, a comprehensive s urvival plan has been drawn up 

to meet any emergency. 

Under the direction of a fifteen-member Advisory 
Council. Civil Defense has already demonstrated its 
readiness to meet disaster. In the destructive March 6th 
storm, thirty members were mobilized, and perform ed 
valuable assistance to the police and o ther departments 
in protecting life and property ; fo rty-eight vehicles were 
mo bil ized, and performed va I ua ble ass istance to the 

police and other departments in protecting life and prop­
erty ; forty-eight vehicles were immediately available 
in the event evacuation fr o m seaward areas had become 

necessa ry. 

POLICE RESERVE 
The Asbury Park Police Reserve is composed of 

60 men, all of wh o m are swo rn in as specia l police 

officers. The Directo r of the Police Reserve is Council­
man Frank Rowland. 

Members of the reserve are available for assignm ent 
to special police duty when called by the Chief o f Police . 

The Police R ese rve organization has been in operation 
in Asbury Park for more than 20 years. 

• West End Hotel ' Fire 



• lake Avenue RepavedPUBLIC WORKS 

The latest phase of the City's street resurfacing 

program was the repaving of Lake Avenue along its 

entire length. The contractors did an unusually good 

job, and the cos t of $70,000 was offset by over $52,000 

in state and county aid. Also, the State repaved th e 

Park Avenue bridge at no cost to the City. At present. 

the City Engineer is preparing a comprehens ive five-year 

\ 	 repaving program which will enable the City to Improve 

its road network in a methodical manner. 

The Public Works Department has continued its 

road maintenance program at an accelerated pace, and 

has installed new time-limit signs for parking, as well 

as large directional signs pointing the way to the Park­

ing Authority's off-street facilities. More litter baskets 

have been placed on the sidewalks , and a new garbage 

truck was put into operation. 

The Department 's park rehabilitation program 

has made notable progress with the landscaping of Deal 

Lake Drive. Saint John 's Island in Sunset Lake has 

been turned into one of the beauty spots of the City 

Rotten and diseased trees were rem oved, eliminating 

the danger of falling limbs, and in cooperation with 

the Shade Tree Commission, the island was replanted 

with a variety of attractive trees. Four circular flower 

beds were constructed, and fourteen concrete benches 

donated by the Lions Club were emplaced . 

• Civ il Defense Control Center 

• Rebuilding Sun se t lake Bridge 

• St. John's Island 



YOUTH GUIDANCE COUNCIL 	 ASBURY PARK'S CHANGING SKYLINE 
Last September, Ma yor a nd Council c rea ted J In 1961. buildin g permits fo r $556.598 worth o f 

Municipal Youth Guidance Counc il, which is speci ficall y new commercial constructi o n we re issued . an Increase 

devo ted to th e pre ve ntion of crim e and delinquency. o f nearly $ 5 0 ,000 over th e p rev io us year. Permit s for 

This seve n-m ember body is appointed b y the Mayor, $89 8,500 of new res id ential construct ion were :1Iso 

and h as abso rbed th e Recreatio n Co mmittee's fun ctions. iss ued, as compared with $450. 000 in 1960. These 

Under the chairmanship of Dr. H enry J. Vaccaro , the figures do not inclu de alterati o ns and repairs to ex istin g 

C o uncil has beg un to coord inate th e community's buil d ings. In add itio n, a $5 million apart m ent build­

effo rts to pro m o te so un d citizenship among you th. Ing fo r middl e- in come fam ilies w ill soon be built . 

Public forum s o n juven il e delinquency have been held, 
Ma jor new co ns truc tion com p leted o r du e to be 

and 	a full program o f rec reation for young peo ple has 
substantiall y completed b y December include 

bee n put into effect. 

• 	 Apa rt ment h o uses: 

2 story , 8 units. C ost $ 40 .0 00
URBAN RENEWA 6 story, 26 uni ts . Cos t $3 04,500 


6 story , 60 units. Senior citizen project'.
Asbury Park 's urban rene wa l prog ram is now in 
Cost $830, 000.the 	actio n sta ge. The H ousing Authority , working in 

close coo peration w ith the Cit y C ouncil and th e Federal 7 s tor y , 52 units. Cost $75 0.000. 

G overnme nt, is now working on the re deve lo pment o f 15 story, 256 units. C oope rati ve apart ments 
4 8 acres of blighted 	area on th e Wes t Side Cost : $5 millio n . 

Briefly, urban renewal works like this. The H o us ­ • C o mb ina tio n p ro fe ss io nal office a nd a pa rt ment 
ing 	Auth o rity buys up the land in the blighted area. buil di ng. Cost $5 5 ,00 0 
and 	assu m es res pons ibility fo r fin di ng the reside nts new 

• A 38 unit mote l cost in g $200.000h omes . Then the 	 Authority tears down th e blighted 
buildings. ext, th e leve lled land is so ld to pri vate 

builders , w h o must co ns truct buildin gs in accordan ce 

w ith approved specificatio ns In this case, ga rd en apart ­

ments an d row housing will be built. 

T he redera I gove rn men t pa ys the H o us ing A u thor­

it y 2 / 3 o f the cost o f acquirin g and leve llin g the lan d, 

less the price it receives from the developers. Th e cit y 

pays the other third, partly in cash, partly b y co n­

structing new roads, sewers, etc. The new ho usi ng, 

ow ned b y pr ivate corporatio ns and individuals, remains 

unde r the supe rvision o f the H o us in g Autho rit y for 20 
years, and is des ign ed for middl e income families, with 

those who originall y lived in the a rea having pr io rit y 

Once this area is so ld to the private developers. it 

will be placed back o n the tax ro ll s. The increased 

ratables fro m this area, est imated to be th reefo ld, will 

very short ly pa y the Ci ty for its third of th e cos t. 

It w as recently announced that the City will enter 

into a ten-year Communit y Renewal prog ram. This 

program w ill be und er the co nt ro l o f Cit y C o uncil, 
wi th th e assista nce o f professio na l plan ners. 

Also to be mentio ned is the 60 unit sen io r citizen 

apartment building now being const r ucted, Asbury 
Park's second such facilit y . 

• 	 One of the Structures proposed for the 


Marine Grill S ite . 
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CLEAN-UP, PAINT-UP, FIX-UP 
Asbury Park was the only city in N ew Jersey to 

wIn a Certificate of Achievement in the 1961 7'\Zlti o nal 
Cleanest T own Contest . This award resulted from 
both public and private efforts. 

The City has undertaken an extensive renovation 
of ex isting municipal buildings as well as constructing 

new ones. Stepped up street cleaning and trash collec­
tions have helped too. During this year's campaign, 

the Public Works Department collected 408 to ns of 
junk in addition to regula r pickups, and th e F ire De­
partment inspected 221 homes. An extended program 
of street repairs and parks rehabilitation has al so been 
ca rried ou t . 

Citizens have matched the C ity' S efforts by clean­
Ing up th eir properties, re novating them , and by start­
ing nearly $1.5 million worth of new buildings in 

1961. 

The Clean-up, Paint-up, Fix -up Campaign is now 

a year-round operatio n. Continued efTorts by citizens 
and government alike are resulting in Asbury Park's 

h aving a new look of order, cleanliness and progress . 

1tr£P OUA Cln 
8£AUTI,UL 

fiX UP 

PAINT UP 

~l 
[ 

Ali Up 

• Park view Terrace Apartments 

• Young Citizens in Cleanup Parade 

COURTESY WEEK 
Ma yo r Shebell has designated the week of Jul y 

16 -23 as Courtesy Week, now an annual tradition in 
Asbury Park . In cooperation with the Chamber of 
Commerce, the need for courteous and friendly service 

is s t ressed, and citizens have an opportunity to cast 
their ballot for the most courteous person in the City. 
This campaign has had' a notable effect on the attitude 

of employees throughout the Cty, and has promoted 
courtesy as a year-ro un d h a bit. 
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CERTIFICATE OF 

HONORABLE MENTION 

HHH 

PRESENTED 1'0 

IN RECOGNITION OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED THROUGH INTELLIGENT CITIZEN ACT10N 

ALL-AMEHH'A CITY AWAU]) CONTEST 

CO-SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL MUNICIPAL LEAGUE AND LOOK MAGAZINE 

Asbury Park is one of eleven winners of the Certificate of 
Honorable Mention in the 1961 All-America City Award Contest, 
sponsored by the National Municipal League and Look Magazine. 
This recognition is given only to cities in which outstanding 
progress and improvements have been brought about by the 
actions of a citizenry which is determined to make the city a 
better place in which to live. 

Asbury Park was among the top twenty-two cities out of 
some eighty entrants in this contest. Although this award was 
presented to city officials, it was actually won through the 
dedication and hard work of the city's thousands of homeowners, 
businessmen, officials, and citizens. 

I 
I 

"O nly w hen the citizens of tt community have parti ::ipttted in selecting thu 

goals u'hich ll'ilLdJclpe their clltJironm ent cCin they be expected to Sltpport 

th e actions nee-erstlry t o accomplish these goals." 
- President K ennedy. 

The cost of printing this report was generouly paid for by, 

Birtwell and A vakian , Consulting Engineers . 

Fridy , Gouker & Fridy , Inc ., Professional Engineers. 


Gage and Martinson-Parking Con sultants and Engineers . 


Walter Reade, Jr., Walter Reade Theaters . 


	Asbury62covers
	Asbury1961-62report.pdf

